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VATICAN: Pope Francis’ re-
cent message to the pontifi-
cal mission societies is a re-

minder that the church's primary 
mission is to proclaim the Gospel, 
not run institutions with business-
like efficiency, said Filipino Cardi-
nal Luis Antonio Tagle.

In an interview with Vatican News pub-
lished May 28, Cardinal Tagle, prefect of 
the Congregation for the Evangelisation of 
Peoples, said that the Pope “is not against 
efficiency and methods” that could help the 
Church’s missionary activities.

However, the cardinal said, “he is warning 
us about the danger of ‘measuring’ Church 
mission using only the standards and out-
comes predetermined by the models or 
schools of management, no matter how good 
and useful these may be.”

“The tools of efficiency can help but 
should never substitute for Church mission,” 

he said. “The most efficiently run Church 
organisation may end up being the least mis-
sionary.”

The Pope sent the message May 21 to the 
mission societies after their general assem-

bly was cancelled due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

While the mission societies raise aware-
ness and promote prayer for the missions, 
they also raise money to fund myriad pro-
jects in some of the world’s poorest coun-
tries. Pope Francis warned, however, that 
fundraising can never be their first priority.

Cardinal Tagle said Pope Francis sees a 
danger in donations becoming “merely funds 
or resources to be used, rather than tangible 
signs of love, of prayer, of sharing the fruits 
of human labour.”

“The faithful who become committed and 
joyful missionaries are our best resource, not 
money per se,” the cardinal said. “It is also 
good to remind our faithful that even their 
small donations, when put together, become 
a tangible expression of the Holy Father’s 
universal missionary charity to churches in 
need. No gift is too small when given for the 
common good.”

In his message, the Pope warned of “pit-
falls and pathologies” that may threaten the 

missionary societies’ unity in faith, such as 
self-absorption and elitism.

“Instead of leaving room for the working 
of the Holy Spirit, many initiatives and enti-
ties connected to the Church end up being 
concerned only with themselves,” the Pope 
said. “Many ecclesiastical establishments, at 
every level, seem to be swallowed up by the 
obsession of promoting themselves and their 
own initiatives, as if that were the objective 
and goal of their mission.”

Cardinal Tagle told Vatican News that 
God’s gift of love is at the heart of the church 
and its mission in the world, “not a human 
plan.” If the actions of the Church are sepa-
rated from this root, they “are reduced to 
mere functions and fixed plans of action.”

“God’s surprises and ‘disturbances’ are 
considered destructive of our prepared pro-
jects. For me, to avoid the risk of function-
alism, we need to return to the spring of 
the Church’s life and mission: God’s gift in 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit,” he said. — By 
Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

Faith, not efficiency, is the 
heart of Church’s mission

Therefore I want you to understand that no 
one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says 
“Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 
is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit, and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who empowers them all 
in everyone. 1 Cor. 12:3b-6

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle

VATICAN: Pope Francis delivered his Regina Coeli ad-
dress from the window overlooking St Peter’s Square  for 
the first time since coronavirus restrictions were imposed 
in March.

In a statement, the Holy See press office said that on May 
31 the Pope would recite the Regina Coeli with pilgrims 
gathered in the square below.

“The police will guarantee safe access to the square and 
will ensure that the faithful present can respect the neces-
sary interpersonal distance,” the statement said May 26.

Traditionally, the Pope leads the Sunday Angelus — and 
the Regina Coeli, between Easter Sunday and Pentecost — 
from the window of the Apostolic Palace overlooking St 
Peter’s Square.

But from March 8 onwards, Pope Francis delivered his 
address via videolink from the library of the Apostolic 
Palace, and offered a blessing from the window above an 
empty St Peter’s Square.

People were allowed in St Peter’s Square for the pope’s 
Sunday blessing for the first time in more than 10 weeks 
May 24 after Italy significantly loosened its coronavirus 
restrictions. 

Each person who entered the square was required to 
wear a face mask and security enforced social distancing 
for the people gathered outside of St Peter’s Basilica, which 
reopened to the public May 18.

The Holy See press office said that before this Sunday’s 
Regina Coeli the Pope would celebrate a Pentecost Mass, 
without the presence of the people, in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel at St Peter’s Basilica.

The Pope is scheduled to deliver his general audience ad-
dress this Wednesday from the Apostolic Palace library. It 
will be livestreamed on the Vatican News website. — CNA

Leader: 
Let us proclaim the name of the Lord; 

and ascribe greatness to our God!
All: 

Lord, your work is perfect.
And all your ways are just.

Let Your voice be heard today 
by all the nations!

O God, Judge of the nations, 
put fear into our hearts so that 

we may know that we are only human.
Father, the whole of creation groans                                                          

and labours to be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, 

into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God.

Lord Jesus, send forth Your Spirit of                       
Truth and let this Spirit prove to                                          
‘the powers that be’ how wrong                            

they are about sin, 
righteousness and judgment.
O Lord, declare the power of                           

your works to Your peoples and let us be 
filled with the knowledge of Your glory                                             

as the waters cover the sea.

Gather us, O Lord, in Your Name                                                                    
and may all worship the One True God. 

Amen.

(A prayer composed from 
various Scripture verses of the Bible) 

A prayer 
for our nation

Pope Francis gives his blessing from the window of the library in the Apostolic Palace April 
13, 2020, after a live transmission of the “Regina Coeli” prayer. (CNS photo/Vatican Media) 

Pope Francis returns to window 
overlooking St Peter’s Square



The other day, a rising tennis superstar, 
Stefanos Tsitsipas, said something 
quite profound:

“Life is pretty different being in lock-
down. We are in a pause and it feels very 
different not being able to engage with peo-
ple, be in places where there are many peo-
ple, you can hang out with other people,” 
he said.

“I actually think they should put us in 
lockdown once a year — it’s good for na-
ture, it’s good for our planet. I actually think 
it will be environmentally very beneficial.”

“Life is such a hustle, and you never get 
the time to spend with your family and con-
nect with them. Now it’s an opportunity to 
do so.”

Tsitsipas may not have realised it, but he 
stumbled on to an ancient truth from the 
Old Testament: the Jubilee Year.

This was not every year but every 50 
years — at the end of seven cycles of sab-
batical years — as stipulated in Leviticus 
25:11: -

This fiftieth year will be a jubilee year 
for you; in it you will not sow, you will 
not harvest the grain that has come up 
on its own or in it gather grapes from 
your untrimmed vine.
This was a time for the soil to regener-

ate itself, a time when there would be no 
exploitation, no oppression.

It was a year of rest, freeing people from 
debt and servitude, a year of restoration of 
property to original owners.

Even at the end of the Sabbatical year cy-
cles – seven years – slaves would be freed.

In short, it gave the Earth and its people a 
breather. Remember, this was during a time 

when there was hardly any carbon footprint 
or much in the way of harmful polluting 
emissions, no toxic agro-business that pro-
motes monoculture and reduces biodiver-
sity. And yet God felt the need for the Earth 
and its people to have a breather.

How much more do we need such a peri-
odic breather now!

The pandemic has given the Earth a 
forced breather — at tremendous cost to 
lives and livelihoods. Someone pointed out 
that the poor, living in cramped crowded 
conditions, could hardly practise social dis-
tancing, nor could they “work from home”. 
How to “be safe” when it is a struggle to 
even put food on the table?

Still, this period in human history offers 
us a rare moment to reshape the world in 
a new direction. When we move to a post-
Covid-19 world, we will have to re-exam-
ine everything.

For instance, I cannot understand why my 
friends in Australia are saving on their elec-
tricity bills through the use of solar energy 
when here we are in Malaysia — blessed 
with abundant sunshine — we’re still rely-
ing so much on non-renewable energy and 
fossil fuels.

We need a stronger public health system 
— not just focusing on treating the sick, 

but preventing major illness by strengthen-
ing our immune systems and boosting our 
health in mind, body, spirit and soul.

We need more social solidarity and less 
survival of the fittest. Think of retrench-
ment and unemployment benefits, universal 
basic pensions for senior citizens, universal 
healthcare.

The Market (with a big M) must be re-
embedded into the ecosystem so that it 
becomes a small “m” – ie in service of hu-
manity instead of lording over us, exploit-
ing workers and degrading the ecosystem.

We need to reduce emissions by finding 
more sustainable ways of farming and agri-
culture. And we have to protect our forests.

And yes, we have to discard our misguid-
ed notion of “economic growth”. We live in 
a world of finite resources. We cannot de-
stroy the ecosystem just to reap more profits 
for the top 1 per cent who often, through 
tax avoidance tricks, may pay less than their 
fair share of taxes.

It is time to reexamine our obsession with 
mega property development projects and 
mega-projects. All this comes at tremen-
dous cost to the environment.

The argument that these projects provide 
jobs for the people does not hold water. 
There are lots of more sustainable ways to 

create employment in new or neglected sec-
tors eg in organic and urban farming, non-
toxic renewable energy, waste reduction 
and recycling, education and the arts and 
the building of non-polluting buses, ferries 
and trains.

We could regenerate our forests and clean 
up our rivers (although the lockdowns have 
shown, we don’t really have to do much, 
just stay at home and the air and rivers be-
come cleaner!).

Every year, we are reminded at Pentecost 
of how creation is groaning, waiting to be 
set free.

But this year that message takes on added 
urgency.

There are two ways we can look at the 
recent pandemic and climate change.

One is the alarmist way, seeing these as 
the signs of the end-times. This would be 
a passive, defeatist attitude, as if we lack 
the agency to do anything about it when we 
know the Spirit empowers us to do more 
than we can imagine.

And so, the lockdowns have given the 
world a breather and given us the time and 
space to reflect on where we have gone 
wrong.

Psalm 104 of the Pentecost readings 
shows us how creation can be renewed if 
we don’t obstruct the way.

30 Send out your breath and life             
begins; you renew the face of the earth.
31 Glory to Yahweh for ever!                           
May Yahweh find joy in his creatures!
It is time to imagine a new world and go 

about boldly refashioning this new king-
dom. We need to be part of the solution, not 
the problem.

Imagining a new world 
this Pentecost

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

It was not a surprise.  It did not come sud-
denly with the teaching of Jesus. The He-

brew Scriptures, the Old Testament referred 
to it continually.  Here are just a few instanc-
es.  In the very first book of Scriptures, Gen-
esis, we heard that the Spirit of God hovered 
over the waters. Then we heard that it was 
the breathe of God that gave life to Adam, 
to humankind. It was the One who spoke 
through the prophets. It was the One whom 
Jeremiah could not contain within himself.  
Perhaps you remember Jeremiah’s great 
complaint in Jeremiah 20:7-9:

So the word of the Lord has brought me 
insult and reproach all day long. But 
if I say, I will not mention his word or 
speak anymore in his name, his word is 
in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in 
my bones. I am weary of holding it in; 
indeed, I cannot.
It was the One in Ezekiel’s vision of the 

dry bones who gave life to the sinews and 
flesh that covered those bones. This was in 
Ezekiel 37:9:

Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
breath, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
on these slain, that they may come to life.””

The prophet Micah said, “I am filled with 
power, with the Spirit of the Lord,” in Mi-
cah 3:8.  It was the One who kept pointing 
towards He Who Is To Come, the Center of 
Creation.  It was and is the Third Person of 
the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit.

And the disciples were told to wait for 
Him. Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, 
the Lord told them that the Advocate would 
come. Then they would have a deep under-
standing of Jesus the Christ. Then they would 
be empowered to bring the Gospel to others.

And so they gathered in that Upper Room, 
the same room where they had celebrated 
the Last Supper, the First Supper of the New 
Age. They barred the door for fear of the 
Jews. And they waited. And on Pentecost 
Sunday they received. The Spirit was there.  
He came upon each of them.  The signs of 
the Spirit’s presence were the wind inside 
a closed room, and the fire, tongues of fire 
over each of them. And then they became the 
Church.

The Church. We use that term Church in 
many different ways. We called to our chil-
dren this morning to hurry up and get ready 
or we would be late for Church. We drove 
by the Presbyterian Church, or the Method-
ist Church or the Greek Orthodox Church 
and drove into the parking lot of the Catho-
lic Church. We walked past the Parish Life 
Center and Parish Office and walked into the 
Church. Catholic friends from St Petersburg 
asked us which Church we went to, St Luke’s 
or St Ignatius. We use the term Church is 
many ways, referring to a denomination, a 
building, a parish. The deepest meaning of 
the word Church, though, is the People of 
God formed by the Holy Spirit into the Body 
of Christ.  On Pentecost Sunday, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we, the disciples 

of Jesus Christ, became Church. Church is 
not merely where we are right now, or not 
simply our religion.  Church is who we are.  
We are the Church.

In an amazing paradox, the Holy Spirit 
unites us as one, despite and because of our 
differences. Each of us is a unique reflec-
tion of God. Each of us has his or her own 
gifts, our own manifestations of the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit; and yet, we are all the same.  
Each of us and all of us are the Church.

We are transformed into a Living Body, the 
Body of Christ, just as the first disciples on 
Pentecost Sunday were transformed by the 
Holy Spirit into Church. Like those disciples 
who, once they received the Spirit, became 
apostles, we have to leave the Upper Room, 
the false security of our own little worlds, and 
dive into the world, leap into the world, bring 
who we are, Church, to the world. And we 
do this. We preach with our lives and, as St 
Francis of Assisi said, if necessary, with our 
words. We proclaim the eternal life offered 
for all who are willing to confess Jesus and 
accept His Gospel, live His Life.  And others 
hear a language touching their hearts, yell-
ing inside their hearts.  We speak as Church 
and the Holy Spirit animates, brings life to 
those seeking meaning for life.  We live as 
the Church we are, and others are drawn by 
the Spirit to be Church. 

 And yes, sadly, we can reject the Holy 

Spirit. We can close our ears and our hearts 
to His call to affirm the Gospel, to His call to 
reach out to others, to His call to embrace the 
Way with our lives, but then we are not just 
rejecting a particular grace, we are rejecting 
God. Simply put, I do not have the right to 
treat my Catholicism merely as though I am 
a member of a group. None of us has that 
right. I have a responsibility to the world; 
we have a responsibility to the world, to be 
Church. 

That is why our prayer life is so impor-
tant. The union we nourish with Jesus Christ 
through daily prayers and Sunday Mass, the 
union that is nourished with Scripture and 
Sacrament, this union strengthens the spir-
itual life we have been given.  It strengthens 
the Spirit that gives life to the Body.

Therefore, we pray, we live moral lives, 
we seek the presence of God in those who 
are hurting, and we proclaim with our lives, 
“Come, come and join us. Come and join us 
in the Body of Christ.  Come, come and join 
us.  Come, come and be Church.”

This is the message of Pentecost!  — By 
Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

Pentecost Sunday
Readings: Acts of the Apostle 2:1-11;

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13;
Gospel: John 20:19-23

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

  The Solemnity of Pentecost: We Are Church!
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Reopening of Churches
In a letter dated May 22, 2020 from 
the Ministry of National Unity, the 
Catholic Church had been notified 
that approval has been granted to 
three (3) churches/Mass centres, 
namely:

Church of St John Vianney, 
Tampin;
Church of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, Cameron Highlands, 
and
Catholic Mission, Kuala Tereng-
ganu

The above approval is subject to 
the SOP issued by the Ministry of 
National Unity and other conditions 
stipulated in the above letter. This 
will take effect from the June 10, 
2020.

We were given to understand that 
the list of other churches which were 
submitted to the Ministry for ap-
proval were rejected due to zoning 
and incomplete data. We hope to re-
submit a fresh list with the required 
additional data, if allowed to do so by 
the Ministry.

The Archdiocese will study the re-
quirements set by the above SOP and 
discuss with the priests of the above 
approved communities to ascertain 
their capacity to comply with the 
SOP and further guidelines issued by 
the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur. In 
the event that the Archdiocese or the 
various communities decide to reo-
pen, we will do so in a measured and 
cautious manner, based on a phase-
by-phase roll-out of the Masses and 
other sacraments.

We would like to thank the Min-
ister of National Unity, YB Datuk 
Halimah Binti Mohamed Sadique 
and her team, for expediting this 
approval and facilitating the vari-

ous discussions with the heads of 
religions to listen to our views. They 
have been working tirelessly around 
the clock for the past week to finalise 
this arrangement. Special thanks to 
the Secretary General of the Minis-
try, Y Bhg Datuk Wan Suraya binti 
Wan Md Radzi, for being readily ac-
cessible and answering our enquiries 
when needed.

We hope that as the situation in 
our country improves in the com-
ing weeks and months, the Ministry 
of National Unity and the National 
Security Council may consider eas-
ing some of the restrictions of SOP 
whilst maintaining the essential pub-
lic health measures of social distanc-
ing, to allow more of our faithful to 
return to their respective churches for 
public worship.

Since the above approval would 
only permit a fraction of our Catho-
lic community to return to church 
for Masses, the Archbishop of Kuala 
Lumpur will extend the dispensation 
to attend Mass on Sundays to all the 
faithful. The faithful are encouraged 
to continue viewing the live streamed 
Masses that are being provided by 
the Archdiocese and other dioceses.

His Grace Archbishop Julian Leow 
Beng Kim wishes to remind us, “As 
Malaysians, we need to come togeth-
er to overcome this pandemic. If any-
one wants to be safe, then everyone 
has to be safe.”

(Ms) Patricia Pereira
Communications and Media 
Relations Officer
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 016-6368983

May 23, 2020

1.

2.

3.

Dear brothers and sisters, joyful 
greetings in Jesus as we, His people, 
set our hearts with our families and 
communities to welcome the Holy 
Spirit on the coming Sunday of Pen-
tecost (31/5/2020).

It has been a tradition for us Cath-
olics to have a spiritual preparation 
or Novena for the Holy Spirit for 
nine consecutive days (May 22 - 30) 
to welcome the presence of the Holy 
Spirit within us personally, in our 
families and in our communities. 
The Apostles, together with Belov-
ed Mary and the disciples of Jesus, 
gathered together and prayed for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 1: 12-14). So do 
we, His people.

On this occasion, I would like 
to invite the people of God of the 
Diocese of Keningau — Priests, 
Religious and Public — to spare a 
time for this spiritual preparation, 
especially Novena to the Holy Spirit 

so as to let the Holy Spirit fully par-
ticipate in and accompany our jour-
ney of life and faith. Without the 
Holy Spirit in us, our families and 
our communities, we would not be 
able to live proudly our Christian 
identity, committed to our mission 
as witnesses of Jesus, or more confi-
dent of our purpose in life. The Holy 
Spirit that we received in baptism is 
“giving us the power, the love and 
the ability to self-contentment”, if 
we abide in His presence and let His 
power guide us (2 Tim. 1: 6-7).

We are grateful that throughout 
our journey of life and faith, the 
Holy Ghost has been with us. He is 
the one who helps, teaches, and re-
minds us of Jesus’ teachings (John 
14:26). Our Pastoral plan, stated 
in the Diocese Mission Objective, 
would not be possible without the 
Holy Spirit. In the Church’s experi-
ence, from the days of the Apostles 
to the present day, the Holy Spirit 

unites the people, enlightens their 
minds and enables them to live ‘in 
the same mind’ as Christ’s fam-
ily and community, (Acts 4: 32). 
I dare to say that it is the presence 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit that 
enables His people to walk together 
this time, and I am confident that He 
will continue to guide us in our next 
journey of faith.

Therefore, let us ask for His par-
ticipation in our daily lives and min-
istry so that we, His people, may  be 
empowered to journey in the unity, 
faithfulness and holiness of Jesus 
Christ, “formed into a Community 
of Committed and Effective People 
of His Kingdom”.

Mary, Mother of God join us as 
we prepare to welcome the Holy 
Spirit.

+Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong
May 21, 2020 

Come Holy Spirit, Empower 
Our Heart, Your People 
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Diocese of Keningau

Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu

Diocese of Malacca Johore

To All Parish Priests, Reli-
gious and Parishes of the Ma-
lacca Johore Diocese. 

1. After weighing the Minis-
try of Health’s (MOH) SOPs 
and the stand of the Council 
of Churches Malaysia (CCM) 
and the Peninsula Catholic 
Bishops, I choose NOT to 
open churches till the Move-
ment Control Order (MCO) is 
lifted. 

2. The present Conditional 
Movement Control Order 
(CMCO) relaxations come 
with many SOPs. The COV-
ID threat is not over. Stringent 
checks by MOH will follow. 
Risks are still there. Parishes 
COVID Response Team is a 
must. Reports have to be sub-

mitted for audit. 
3. When things are so unsure 
and uncertain, I declare that 
the churches in MJD will not 
open till the MCO is lifted and 
the virus threat is confirmed 
clear. This will be the current 
pastoral action for these fluid 
times. We will wait for offi-
cial MOH statement on MCO 
lifting, not CMCOs. 

4. Reach out to your people. 
Inform them. Advise them on 
ways to keep the faith. 

Together With you, 

+ Rt Rev Bernard Paul, D.D. 
Bishop of Malacca Johore 

May 23, 2020

Opening Churches from 
June 10th for Green 
Zone or other zones

KOTA KINABALU: Archbishop 
John Wong has acknowledged 
that social media is a gift of God 
for enhancing communication, 
connecting relationships and the 
sharing of knowledge.

“Nevertheless, as in the case of 
everything man-made, this gift 
is subject to abuse and misuse 
that could generate fear, distrust 
and despair,” says Archbishop 
John Wong in a special message 
released to mark the 54th World 
Communications Day that falls 
on Sunday, May 24.

Therefore, one has to be extra 
vigilant not to be taken in by un-
verified news and stories which 
are viralled every other second.

The theme selected by Pope 
Francis is of storytelling, using a 
quotation from the book of Exo-
dus in the Bible, That you may 
tell your children and grandchil-
dren, (Ex 10:2) in his message 

for the occasion this year.
The Pope stated in his message 

that life is a continuous process 
of communication, of relating 
with each other the good sto-
ries... stories that help us redis-
cover our roots and strength to 
move forward.

He has a word of warning too, 
“Not all stories are good, if they 

are aimed to exploit, to deceive 
and to strip others of their human 
dignity.”

The Pope urges Catholics 
around the globe on the occasion 
of World Communications Day, 
to seek for wisdom, courage, pa-
tience and good discernment in 
order to reject what is false and 
evil.

Archbishop Wong says that 
with the enforcement of the 
Movement Control Order (MCO) 
by the government in Malaysia, 
many people resort to the use of  
social media to maintain relation-
ships and to pass time.

“It is a blessing in disguise be-
cause family bonds are strength-
ened or restored. The surge in 
social media usage shows that 
people hunger to communicate, 
to share stories and to get up-
dates.

“However, the coronavirus 
infodemic, as the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) described 
it, has brought about large-scale 
confusion as to which stories are 
authentic and which are unveri-
fied rumours and exaggerated 
claims regarding the pandemic.

“It is understandable that dur-
ing times of emergency and cri-
sis, critical questions are asked 
and require immediate response.

“One has to be extra vigilant 
not to be taken in by unverified 
news and stories which are vi-
ralled every other second,” says 
Archbishop John Wong in his 
54th WCD message.

Traditionally the Catholic 
Church celebrates the WCD on 
the 7th Sunday of Easter, which 
this year falls on May 24.

Be extra vigilant in using social media

Archbishop John Wong

Pastoral Directive from Bishop Bernard Paul, 
DD (No. 21) 
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ALOR SETAR: With the economic slow-
down due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many 
Malaysians are worried about their future, 
with some 600,000 already unemployed. The 
implementation of the conditional Movement 
Control Order (MCO) has increased the level 
of stress or anxiety for many.

The art of de-stressing teaches you to let go 
of craving, aversion and ignorance of your real 
being; these being the main causes of stress, 
anxiety and misery, said Fr Charles Chin.

The resident priest at the Church of St Mi-
chael in Alor Setar has been teaching the art 
of destressing through silent meditation for a 
couple of years. Fr Chin says you start by ob-
serving your natural breath in order to develop 
control over your mind. It is a scientific obser-

vation of yourself, by yourself.
Fr Chin went on to say that it is not a sci-

ence that deals with matter outside of yourself. 
“It is a science that deals with the mind within 
yourself. A science of inter action of mind and 
matter. It is a scientific way of leading a happy 
life, according to the law of nature”, he added.

He gave an example that if you generate a 
negative thought, you will feel anger or ha-
tred; you will lose your inner peace. But if you 
generate a positive thought, then you will be 
happy and blissful.

The aim is total purification of your mind. 
The result will be: 

(a) an increase in work efficiency, 
(b) an improvement in concentration and 
focusing, 

(c) mental strength to face the ups and 
downs of daily living, and 
(d) an enduring state of inner peace and 
blissfulness.
Fr Chin also quoted from Matthew 5:8, part 

of the Beatitudes: “Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God”; re-emphasizing 
the vital benefits of internal spiritual mental 
and well being.

The Meditation Sessions offered by Fr Chin 
are free. The new sessions will begin once the 
conditional MCO period is officially over, but 
health and preventive measures (SOP) against 
COVID-19 will be put in place.

Those interested can get in touch with Fr 
Chin at 012-5102515 or 012-5655893. — By 
Bernard Anthony

KUALA LUMPUR: This first series of on-
line forums, organised by Community Action 
Network Malaysia (CAN), was streamed via 
Facebook Live during the present  Movement 
Control Order (MCO). 

The forum moderator, Kevin de Rozario of 
CAN spoke on the challenges of faith and spir-
ituality during the MCO.  He acknowledged 
that the reality now is a very challenging time. 
The government’s initiative to control the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus in Malaysia 
through the MCO has resulted in an economic 
downturn. The spillover effect has been the 
shuttering of businesses and in turn the loss of 
jobs and financial security. Religious organisa-
tions have also been affected with no religious 
activities allowed in temples, churches and 
mosques.

The  two guest speakers were Fr Patrick 
Massang CsSR (Church of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, Ipoh) and Pastor Scott Egbert 
(Kingdomcity Church, Kuala Lumpur).

Viewers shared, live on Facebook, their 
anxiety about their inability to celebrate Mass 
/ Sunday services and partake in any commu-
nity based spiritual activities. Was this a crisis 
of faith, a sense of hopelessness and helpless-
ness, questioning why God has allowed this 
to happen to us? Is He listening to our fervent 
prayers? Or is this a test of our faith that God 
will deliver us from hardships as so promised 

by Jesus in the Gospels? 
There was an overwhelming sense of need 

to find ways to sustain faith at home and han-
dle the psychological effects of being alone.

“God is present in our lives and He has not 
abandoned us”, was the emphatic reminder by 
Fr Patrick. He explained that God’s presence is 
felt through the work of the brave doctors and 
nurses treating COVID-19 patients, through 
the volunteers feeding the homeless and 
through the people providing basic services for 
us to continue our lives, during the MCO. 

Pastor Scott added “we should use the time at 

home to focus on our spirituality, to strengthen 
family bonds, and for positive contemplation”. 
This new spiritual paradigm, he said, where 
we participate in online Masses or services and 
join online faith gatherings brings us together 
as a faith community. He also calls on eve-
ryone to remain connected with one another 
via phone calls and to keep socially active via 
video conference calls with friends and family.

The assurance from both speakers that 
we will persevere through this difficult time, 
through God’s Grace, was a beautiful end to 
the discussion.

KUALA LUMPUR: The recent online forum  
Latte With Jesus, with Fr Bernard Hyacinth 
of Archdiocesan Office for Human Develop-
ment (AOHD) and Pastor Alexa Ho of the PJ 
Evangelical Free Church (PJEFC), focused 
on  COVID-19 Impacting the Marginalised.

The moderator, Eric Bryan of Community 
Action Network Malaysia (CAN), set the 
scene of the enhanced role of the Church in 
providing service to the unfortunate in this 
pandemic scenario in Malaysia, especially in 
dealing with poor communities and the mar-

ginalised, such as migrants and refugees. 
The discussion hammered home the point 

that as Church we need to work to resolve is-
sues both at the microscopic scale as well as 
the higher policy level scale. Impact on em-
ployment for the poor was a serious concern, 
but both speakers reaffirmed that there are 
always ways to help the marginalised despite 
the current situation. 

“While we do work with the poor, it should 
not be paternalistic. The idea of leaving no 
one behind (one of the SDG goals) should be 

kept in mind to focus on getting the poor out 
of their current situation, which must include 
long term support for  education and job op-
portunities in order to ensure the marginalised 
can move towards more independence in their 
economic choice”, said Fr Bernard. 

Pastor Alexa challenged the church and 
youth to be actively involved also at the gov-
ernmental policies decision making levels 
intentionally, that may influence change in di-
rection on how regulations work in Malaysia. 
We can not be blind about it”. 

As Christians, we are called to continue  
evangelisation during this pandemic. The 
speakers affirmed this: that evangelisation 
continues as we engage with the poor and 
take action during this time. “How do we love 
our neighbour? Our faith cannot be kept pri-
vate! It cannot be kept for ourselves. It must 
be for all”, Pastor Alexa proclaimed emphati-
cally. And what better way than to “stop our 
xenophobic thoughts against the migrants and 
refugees? It is against our faith. They are hu-
mans like us”, said Fr Bernard.

Let’s walk our faith and take the action 
needed for all during this difficult COVID-19 
period.

View this and other Latte With Jesus forums 
at: https://www.facebook.com/CANMalaysia/

Latte with Jesus, has he left the scene?

Improve concentration and focus

How the pandemic is impacting the marginalised

Latte with Jesus with Pastor Scott Egbert, Fr Patrick Massang CsSR and Kevin de Rozario.

Fr Vincent Chin offers Meditation Sessions for free.

Eric Bryan moderating the discussion COVID-19 impacting the marginalised with Pastor Alexa 
Ho and Fr Bernanrd Hyacinth Arputhesamy.

KAMPUNG PANDAN: The Society of St 
Vincent De Paul (SSVP) Conference of Sacred 
Heart has been actively doing its part in caring 
for the poor and the underprivileged within the 
conference jurisdiction, even during the Move-
ment Control Order (MCO). This includes the 
Good Health NKF Dialysis Centre which is 
owned by the Conference but managed by the 
National Kidney Foundation (NKF), and is situ-
ated opposite the Chapel of Our Lady of Good 
Health in Kampung Pandan.

Sacred Heart Conference SSVP member S 
Perry said that since the beginning of the MCO, 
the Conference has given face masks and hand 
sanitizers to the dialysis centre. 

He said that apart from this, the conference 
also provided some foodstuff from mid-March 
2020 to April 2020 to the dialysis centre for the 
benefit of both the patients and nurses during 
the MCO period.

On May 27, parish priest of the Church of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Fr Edwin Peter, together 
with two SSVP members, Agnes and Perry vis-
ited the Good Health NKF Dialysis Centre to 
distribute face masks and hand sanitizers to eve-
ry patient and nurse present. The trio strictly fol-
lowed the SOP by keeping their distance from 
the patients as well as by wearing face masks.

Perry said around 100 bottles of hand sani-
tizers were distributed for the well-being of the 
76 patients and 19 nurses serving at this dialy-
sis centre. Fr Edwin personally handed the five 
boxes of face masks (several hundred pieces) 
and bottles of hand sanitizers as he briefly met 
those patients present for their dialysis treat-
ment.

The patients were pleased to meet Fr Edwin 
even though it was just for a brief moment. Fr 
Edwin also commended the SSVP for taking 
care of these people, especially in this time of 
need.

Perry said that the face masks distributed 
were donated by the SSVP National Council 
and the sanitizers by the Sacred Heart Confer-
ence. — By Bernard Anthony

SSVP donates facemasks 
and hand sanitisers to 
dialysis centre

Fr Edwin Peter distributing face masks and 
hand sanitizers to the patients at the Good 
Health NFK Dialysis Centre.



New policemen recruits: Blessed 
and Sent
KUCHING: At the end of the Po-
lice Basic Training Programme 
(PLAK) in Kuching there will be 
a passing-out parade celebrated at 
the Police Training Centre (PU-
LAPOL). For Christian trainees, 
the All Saints’ Church of PU-
LAPOL will organise a special 
Thanksgiving and Blessing cer-
emony.

However, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the recent pass-out Po-
lice Basic Training Programme 
(No.28, 12/2019 Series), did not 
eventuate. To alleviate their feel-
ings of sadness and frustration, 
the All Saints’ Church took the 
initiative of arranging for Arch-
bishop Simon Poh to bless them 
in a recorded video. In this squad, 
there are 158 Christian constable 
recruits, coming from all over 
Malaysia, of various denomina-
tions. They are now being posted 
to their respective formations 
throughout the country, with spe-
cial attachments to Kuala Lum-
pur and Sabah.

Archbishop Poh congratulat-
ed them for their achievements 
in finishing their training. In 

his message, he referred to the 
scripture verse from Matthew 5: 
13–15, for the new constables. 
He encouraged them to use the 
Bible App, ‘Alkitab Versi Borneo 
(AVB)’ for their prayers while 
on duty. After the Bible sharing, 
Archbishop Poh blessed these 
new policemen.

Archbishop Poh shared his 
memories of All Saints’ Church. 
Between 1996–1999, when he 
was a parish priest at St Ann’s 
Parish, he always celebrated 
Mass at that church. In fact, he 
was the one who consecrated the 
church building in its early days.

All Saints’ Church is a unique 
and special church. Located at 
the Police Training Centre (PU-
LAPOL) at Borneo Heights Road, 
this church is owned by the Royal 
Malaysia Police (PDRM). This 
church is meant for the Christian 
police who work at PULAPOL 
Kuching. It is also an Ecumenical 
Church where all Christian police 
are combined together with the 
staff and their families and where 
the Christian police recruits from 
the various denominations unite. 

The Christian Welfare Commit-
tee of PULAPOL is taking care 
of and running this church for 

the good of its members. The 
Parish of St Ann, Kota Padawan, 
is also assigned to All Saints’ 

Church, especially to reach the 
Catholic community there. —                                    
Today’s Catholic

Archbishop Simon Poh in a video message to the recruits. (Today’s Catholic photo/All Saints’ Church PULAPOL)

ARUNACHAL PRADESH, In-
dia: In remote north-east India’s 
Arunachal Pradesh state, border-
ing China and Myanmar, Catho-
lics of Miao Diocese observed the 
Laudato Si’ Week, May 16 – 24, in 
commemoration of the 5th anniver-
sary of the Pope’s groundbreaking 
encyclical, Laudato Si’, on Care for 
Our Common Home.

Participating in the week-
long celebration, Bishop George                    
Pallipparambil of Miao reminded 
the people to be a friend to mother 
earth and not its master.

A highlight of the week was an 
open-air Holy Mass the bishop cel-
ebrated with some 20 people at the 

Little Flower Convent in Neotan 
village of Changlang district, on 
May 22, which is observed as Inter-
national Day for Biological Diver-
sity. 

Concelebrating with him at the 
altar was Father Felix Anthony, the 
principal of Newman School in the 
village.

Bishop George said that the pan-
demic and the ensuing lockdown 
are not only a time for us to reflect 
on our inter-connectedness with 
creation, but also a time for the earth 
to heal itself of the damage we have 
caused.

The faithful presented saplings 
together with bread and wine at the 

offertory procession.
The celebration concluded with 

the planting of the saplings around 
the campus of the Carmelite Mis-
sionary Nuns in the village.

The Laudato Si’ Week, which was 
observed worldwide, culminated on 
the anniversary of the day five years 
ago, when  Pope Francis signed his 
encyclical on May 24, 2015.

The anniversary day also kicked 
off a year-long celebration of the 
encyclical, with programmes and 
initiatives across the globe aimed at 
bringing about the “ecological con-
version” that the Pope so earnestly 
desires. — By Robin Gomes,           
Vatican News

India’s Miao Diocese marks 
Laudato Si’ Week

Working together to help the vulnerable

Bishop George Pallipparambil of Miao, India receiving a sapling during 
Mass on May 22, 2020. (Vatican News)

HERALD May 31, 2020 Home / asia 5

KUALA SELANGOR: In this cur-
rent situation where the world is 
facing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many are struggling to make ends 
meet. 

In Malaysia, some 610,000 peo-
ple are unemployed so far and 
millions more worldwide. The mi-
grant community, as well as those 
in the B40 group, are the hardest 
hit.

The Indonesian migrants in 
Bandar Seri Coalfields who are 
construction workers have been 
unable to draw daily wages for the 
past two months.

Fr VA Michael, the parish priest 
of the Church of St Paul the Her-
mit in Bestari Jaya who has been 
ministering to these 35 Catholic 
families for the past five years, ex-
pressed his concern when he heard 

of their predicament.
For the past six weeks, Fr VA has 

managed to get a few well-wishers 
and sponsors to chip in and pur-
chased provisions amounting to 

RM7,000 to feed the migrants.
Fr VA also received RM2000 

worth of provisions from some 
friends in Kuala Lumpur who 
came to Desa Coalfields on May 

23. The migrants were delighted 
to see the care and love of these 
Catholics who wanted to do their 
part in the mission of the Church 
to reach out to those in need, es-

pecially during the MCO/ Condi-
tional MCO, where these migrants 
have  not been earning a salary for 
a couple of months already. — By 
Bernard Anthony

Fr VA Michael with his team distributing provisions to the migrants.



SHAH ALAM: To raise the digi-
tal competence standards amongst 
underprivileged students and bet-
ter equip them for the workforce, 
Fraser & Neave Holdings Bhd 
(F&NHB) continues to empower 
youths from disadvantaged back-
grounds at Montfort Boys Town 
in order to strengthen and cer-
tify their competence in the use 
of computers and digital tools, 
through the International Com-
puter Driving License (ICDL) 
certification course.

The ICDL programme began in 
2011 as part of an existing F&N 
IT Corner initiative to help the 
youths at Montfort Boys Town 
to develop essential computer 
skills as a stepping stone to meet 
their career aspirations. This year, 
34 students from the vocational 
training institute successfully re-
ceived their ICDL certification in 
Graphic Design Management and 
Computer Management after go-
ing through an intense six-module 
training programme, an improved 
and more in-depth scheme from 
the previous training programme 
which consisted of only four 
modules. 

During the graduation ceremo-
ny which was held in early March 
this year, Cariessa Goh, F&NHB 
Corporate Affairs Manager con-
gratulated the students for their 
hard work and strong dedication 
which allowed them to success-
fully complete the four-month 
long ICDL programme. 

Michael Lee, the ICT Pro-

gramme Head at Montfort Boys 
Town, said that although it has 
been a while since the implemen-
tation of the ICDL programme, 
the enthusiasm the students 
has shown towards it has never 
dimmed. In fact, they were ea-
ger to learn more and even taught 
themselves extra skills when left 
to their own devices. 

“I remember specifically the 
day when their trial assessment 
test results were announced. The 
students were extremely excited 
to see their marks as they had 
worked hard. Even after they re-
ceived their grade, they read the 
analysis that came with the report 
on how they did in each section 
and every day after that, each one 
of them was working diligently 
to improve on their weaknesses 
based on the analysis.

“I am truly thankful to F&N for 

giving this opportunity to these 
students. Without their contribu-
tions, none of the students would 
be able to undergo the training 
and receive the certification. Most 
of the students enrolled at our in-
stitution do not have computers at 
home as they cannot afford them, 
so they rely on the facilities pro-
vided by F&N to learn and im-
prove their computer skills,” said 
Lee.

Since 2010, F&NHB has in-
vested a total of RM185,000 in 
three F&N IT Corners at Mont-
fort Boys Town in Shah Alam to 
equip the centres with the neces-
sary computer equipment, print-
ers, projectors, internet access, 
as well as funding to conduct the 
ICDL programme. To date, 374 
children have excelled and gradu-
ated with the ICDL certification 
with Montfort Youth Centre in 

Melaka recording a total of 127 
graduates. ICDL is the world’s 
leading computer skills certifica-
tion. The course boasts participa-

tion from more than 16 million 
people in over 100 countries 
through 24,000 ICDL Accredited 
Test Centres (ATCs) worldwide.

Closing the gap between disadvantaged 
students and digitisation

KOTA KINABALU: When the 
Movement Control Order (MCO) 
was enforced to break the chain 
of the coronavirus outbreak in the 
nation, it also broke the pace of 
life in the parishes. Along with the 
suspension of Masses, all spiritual, 
religious and parochial activities 
were disrupted. Thus, catechism 

was abruptly stopped.  
Notwithstanding, the Catecheti-

cal Commission and Committees 
dive into ways to reach the stu-
dents (Pertemuan Minggu Gem-
bira/PMG) and RCIA who are 
“locked down” at home to enable 
them to continue their catechesis.

Many parents have risen to the 

challenge of taking on the role 
of “catechist or faith formation 
teacher” at home during the MCO, 
assisted by the catechists, who 
work together with them to moni-
tor and guide the students.

The learning methods and ac-
tivities are as provided in the Ma-
laysia Catechetical Series (SKM) 
textbook and IKD meetings.

Weekly catechesis materials, 
which are provided by the Malay-
sian Catechesis Commission (AP-
CKL), are given to the students to 
work on. Some students do these 
activities right on the screen, while 
some teachers take the initiative to 
make copies of these activities and 
distribute them to every student/
parent in the village.

Activities like quizzes, draw-
ing and colouring, are some of the 
varied ways to communicate with 
the students through WhatsApp 
and google meetings.

Appropriate spiritual films are 
suggested to parents and students 
to watch in order to make good 
use of MCO time to increase their 
knowledge on spirituality and 
faith.

Parents are strongly encouraged 
to bring their children together 
with them to attend live-streamed 

Masses in the homes to sustain in 
them the values of the Holy Mass 
in spite of it being virtual.

Fr Nicholas Stephen airs special 
live sessions with children via FB 
Cahaya Kinabalu three times a 
week (Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday) which are broadcasted 
from 7.00 pm onwards. They are:

1) Heart to Heart of a Shepherd 
Segment – This Q & A segment 
helps us to better understand the 
Catholic faith and a deepening 
knowledge of Catholic teach-
ings.
2) Family Session – This seg-
ment focuses on family institu-
tions, addresses issues that are 
at stake in family life, and pro-

vides many forms of advice and 
tips for building a Catholic fam-
ily based on Jesus’ own teach-
ing.
3) Children’s Session – In this 
segment, Fr Stephen brings chil-
dren to know Jesus and to un-
derstand His salvation plan for 
mankind through activities such 
as drawing, colouring, storytell-
ing and Q & A sessions.
In spite of every effort by the 

Commission and committees, 
there are still students, especial-
ly those in the outstations, who 
are unreachable because of no 
access to internet due to infra-
structure and affordability. — By                           
Sr Dariah Ajap, CS

MCO has brought great fruit to Family Catechesis

Cariessa Goh, F&NHB Corporate Affairs Manager (second from left) 
presenting certificates to the graduating students (second from right). Looking 
on are Brother Robin, Montfort Boys Town Director (far left) and Michael 
Lee, Montfort Boys Town ICT Programme Head (far right).

Cariessa Goh, F&NHB Corporate Affairs Manager (front row, third from left); Brother Robin, Montfort Boys Town Director (front row, fourth from left); 
Michael Lee, Montfort Boys Town ICT Programme Head (front row, far left) and Syed Fairul, Country Manager of ICDL Asia, Malaysia (front row, fifth from 
left) with the Montfort Boys Town teaching faculty and the graduates, after awarding them with their ICDL certificates.
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Parents guiding their children in their lessons.

Students display their artwork given by their Catechist.



Hong Kong police arrest 300 
protesters; thousands get away

VATICAN: Pope Francis has ap-
pointed Bishop Thomas An-Zu 
Chung as the next Metropolitan 
Archbishop of Taipei, Taiwan.

Chung, who currently serves as 
bishop of Chiayi, Taiwan, will re-
place Archbishop John Hung Shan-
chuan, who retired at the age of 76.

The Holy See is the only remain-
ing country in Europe that rec-
ognizes Taiwan as a country. The 
Holy See and Taiwan have had 
formal diplomatic relations for 77 
years. However, the nunciature in 
Taipei has not been led by a nun-
cio since Oct. 25, 1971, when the 
United Nations ceased to recognise 
the Taipei-based government as the 
government of China.

The Pope also appointed Chung 
to serve as the apostolic adminis-
trator of the Matzu Islands, an ar-
chipelago of 36 islands in the East 
China Sea, and the Kinmen Islands, 
which are located under four miles 
from the mainland People’s Repub-
lic of China.

Chung, 67, was born in Yunlin, 
Taiwan, and ordained a priest in 
Tainan at the age of 29. Pope Ben-

edict XVI first appointed him as 
a bishop in 2006. He served as an 
auxiliary bishop for the Archdio-
cese of Taipei from 2006 to 2008 
before he was named Bishop of 
Chiayi.

As Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Taipei, Chung will oversee the larg-
est city on the island of Taiwan with 
a population of 7.4 million people. 
The title of “metropolitan bishop” 
refers to the diocesan bishop or 
archbishop of a metropolis, namely, 
the primary city of an ecclesiastical 
province or regional capital.

The Holy See has recognised the 
Taiwanese government, officially 
known as the Republic of China, 
since 1942. The Vatican does not 
have formal diplomatic relations 
with the government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, which 
consolidated control of the main-
land at the conclusion of a civil war 
in 1949.

The split between China and Tai-
wan dates back to 1949, following 
the Communist military success in 
China’s civil war that led Chiang 
Kai-shek and the nationalist forces 
to retreat to the island.

The Holy See and the Chinese 
government signed a provisional 
agreement in 2018 on the ap-
pointment of bishops in the state-
sponsored Church, the terms of 
which have still not been publicly 
released. In the wake of the deal, 
previously excommunicated bish-
ops of the Chinese Catholic Patri-
otic Association (CCPA), which is 
overseen by the Communist Party, 
were received into full communion 
with the Vatican. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

HONG KONG: Hong Kong police 
arrested 300 people on suspicion 
of illegal assembly after clamping 
down hard on protests held in dif-
ferent parts of the city against a pro-
posed national anthem bill.

The bill, which went before 
Hong Kong’s Legislative Council 
(LegCo) May 27, would punish any 
show of disrespect to China’s na-
tional anthem with up to three years 
in prison and fines of up to 50,000 
Hong Kong dollars.

For most people in Hong Kong, 
such a law, in combination with a 
national security law proposed by 
Beijing, would undermine civil lib-
erties in the Special Region.

In coming out, protesters are 
showing a lot of courage, because 
they are breaking health restrictions 
on large gatherings imposed as a re-

sult of the pandemic.
Hundreds of people of every age 

gathered in Hong Kong’s Central 
(District), at Admiralty, Causeway 
Bay, Mong Kok, marching on the 
streets and singing in shopping 
malls.

By 5.00pm, police said they had 
taken into custody 180 people in 
Central as well as Causeway Bay, 
60 in Mong Kok, and 50 in Admi-
ralty.

In order to disperse marchers, the 
police, in anti-riot gear, fired pep-
per balls to ensure that no one came 
close to the LegCo building.

“It’s like a de facto curfew now,” 
said disqualified lawmaker and pro-
democracy activist Nathan Law. “I 
think the government has to under-
stand why people are really angry,” 
he added.

Reacting to those who fear Chi-
na’s proposed national security bill, 
Hong Kong’s Chief Secretary for 
Administration, Matthew Cheung 
Kin-chung, tried to reassure mar-
kets, insisting that the city’s status 
as an international financial centre 
would not be affected.

“[This new law] will provide 
Hong Kong with a stable business 
environment for investors and citi-
zens,” he said.

Speaking to two pro-Beijing 
newspapers, Ta Kung Pao and Wen 
Wei Po, tycoon Li Ka-shing made 
the same point this morning. In his 
view, the new security law will have 
a positive effect on Hong Kong’s 
stability and prosperity.

In both newspapers, Li Ka-shing 
was described as a “patriotic busi-
nessman”. — AsiaNews

Bishop Thomas An-Zu Chung

New archbishop for 
Taiwan’s capital
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BEIJING: Rising poverty due to the 
coronavirus is turning Xi Jinping’s 
“dream” into a nightmare. Six years 
ago, the Chinese president said 
poverty would be eliminated in the 
country by the end of 2020, calling it 
his “China Dream.” However, eco-
nomic problems have pushed that 
dream further into the future.

According to official statistics, in 
2012 the number of rural poor stood 
at 99 million; by the end of last year, 
the figure had fallen to 5.5 million. 
The pandemic has reversed that 
trend.

According to Liu Yongfu, China’s 
top official on poverty alleviation, 
because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, 380,000 people have been added 
to those living on the edge of pov-
erty. However, not everyone trusts 
government figures.

The Beijing Social Work Devel-
opment Centre for Facilitators, a 
non-governmental organisation that 
helps migrant workers, estimates 
that 80 per cent of China's 290 mil-
lion migrant workers returned to 
work after the lockdown was lifted.

This means that at least 58 million 
people, mostly from rural areas, are 
currently jobless, many more than 
those estimated by the government. 
In April, the official unemployment 
rate was set at six per cent.

For those who did go back to 

work, things are not easy. The Chi-
na Labour Bulletin (CLB) notes 
that wages in Chinese manufactur-
ing have in many cases more than 
halved as a result of the pandemic 
and the trade war with the United 
States.

In rural areas, the situation is even 
worse. According to data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics, per 
capita disposable income in the 
countryside in the first quarter of the 
year was 3,218 yuan (U$ 450), three 
per cent less than in the same period 
of 2019.

The growing unease among large 
segments of the population is lead-
ing to a rise in strikes and protests 
linked to working conditions. Ac-
cording to the CLB, hundreds of 
construction workers employed in 
Lianzhou (Guangdong) yesterday 
protested against non-payment of 
arrears. Scores of people who work 
for an auto maintenance company 
in Hubei have done the same, as did 
a hundred workers at a Shanghai 
mask factory.

At the National People’s Con-
gress, currently underway, Premier 
Li Keqiang promised to create nine 
million new jobs by the end of 2020. 
However, with the global economy 
in a recession, it is unclear if they 
will be sufficient to achieve Xi’s 
“China Dream.” — AsiaNews

BEIJING: The People’s Liberation 
Army must be combat ready and 
must improve its military capabili-
ties. This was the order issued by 
President Xi Jinping to the Armed 
Forces during the week of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, which has 
gathered since May 22 for its annual 
session.

The military budget will increase 
by 6.6 per cent this year, reaching 
1270 billion yuan (162 billion eu-
ros). The increase was approved 
despite the economic crisis caused 
by the pandemic. In the first quarter 
of the year, Chinese GDP saw a 6.8 
per cent decrease, the first collapse 
in negative territory since 1976.

According to Sipri, in 2019 Bei-
jing earmarked 213.8 billion euros 
to bolster its armed forces, an in-
crease of 5.1 per cent: many observ-
ers think that the real estimate is far 
greater.

Defence One, the Chinese military 

budget is actually 87 per cent of that 
of the United States, which is equal 
to € 674.4 billion. This explains how 
China can keep 2 million soldiers 
active, almost double the size of the 
United States, and put 14 warships 
into service per year against 5 of the 
US Navy.

Wu Qian, a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Defence, said that the 
increase in military spending is jus-
tified by the “unilateralism” of some 
nations accused of upsetting inter-
national order with their policies, 
a clear attack on the United States. 
The other threat to Beijing is that of 
internal separatism. The reference is 
in particular to Taiwan and its presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen, considered by the 
Chinese to be a dangerous independ-
ence leader. For the Communist Par-
ty, the island is a rebel province to 
be brought back to the control of the 
motherland, by force if necessary. 
— AsiaNews / Agencies

Xi Jinping orders the Armed 
Forces to be combat ready

Increasing poverty 
turning Xi Jinping’s 
‘dream’ into a nightmare

Protesters demonstrate against the central government’s proposed enactment of a national security law for Hong 
Kong, May 24, 2020. (AsiaNews photo)

President Xi Jinping shakes hands with division commanders at the Jinan 
Military Area Command in Jinan, Shandong. (AsiaNews photo)



Remembering 25 years of  ‘Ut unum 
sint,’ JPII’s letter on ecumenism

Pope Francis will name 
Charles de Foucauld a saint 

VATICAN: Pope Francis remem-
bered Ut unum sint, St Pope John 
Paul II’s encyclical on ecumenism, 
on the 25th anniversary of its pub-
lication.

Ut unum sint “confirmed ‘irrevo-
cably’ the ecumenical commitment 
of the Catholic Church,” the Pope 
said May 25.

In a letter to Cardinal Kurt Koch, 
president of the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Promoting Christian Unity, 
Francis said St John Paul II “desired 
that the Church, on her journey to-
wards the third millennium, should 
be ever mindful of the heartfelt 
prayer of her Teacher and Lord ‘that 
all may be one.’”

The encyclical Ut unum sint was 
published on the Solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord, May 25, 
1995, “placing it under the sign of 
the Holy Spirit, the creator of unity 
in diversity,” Pope Francis noted.

“In that same liturgical and spirit-
ual context, we now commemorate 
it, and propose it once more to the 
People of God,” he added.

In his letter, the Pope quoted Ut 

unum sint, saying it reaffirmed that 
“legitimate diversity is in no way 
opposed to the Church’s unity but, 
rather, enhances her splendour and 
contributes greatly to the fulfilment 
of her mission.”

“Indeed, ‘only the Holy Spirit is 
able to kindle diversity, multiplicity 
and, at the same time, bring about 
unity… It is he who brings harmony 
to the Church,’” he continued quot-
ing.

Pope Francis said, “one thing is 
certain: unity is not chiefly the result 
of our activity, but a gift of the Holy 
Spirit.”

“On this anniversary, I give 
thanks to the Lord for the journey 
he has allowed us to travel as Chris-
tians in quest of full communion.”

“I too share the healthy impa-
tience of those who sometimes 
think that we can and should do 
more,” he stated. “Yet we should 
not be lacking in faith and gratitude: 
many steps have been taken in these 
decades to heal the wounds of cen-
turies and millennia.”

He explained that in this time 
mutual knowledge and esteem have 
grown, helping to overcome preju-
dice, and that theological dialogue 
has developed.

Speaking about the leaders of the 
different Christian churches and 
communities, he prayed that “like 
the disciples of Emmaus, we may 
experience the presence of the risen 
Christ who walks at our side and 
explains the Scriptures to us. May 
we recognise him in the breaking of 

the bread, as we await the day when 
we shall share the Eucharistic table 
together.”

In his letter, the Pope also ex-
pressed his gratitude for those 
working in the Pontifical Council 
for Christian Unity who keep the 
“awareness of this irrevocable goal 
alive in the Church.”

He also highlighted two new ini-
tiatives of the office: the Acta Œcu-
menica journal and an ecumenical 
vademecum for bishops, to be pub-
lished in the fall “as an encourage-
ment and guide for the exercise of 
their ecumenical responsibilities.”

“With confidence then, let us ask 
the Holy Spirit to guide our steps 
and to enable everyone to hear the 
call to work for the cause of ecu-
menism with renewed vigour,” he 
urged.

“May the Spirit inspire new pro-
phetic gestures and strengthen fra-
ternal charity among all Christ’s dis-
ciples, ‘that the world may believe’ 
(Jn 17:21), to the ever greater praise 
of our Father in heaven.” — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

VATICAN: The Vatican announced 
that Pope Francis has advanced the 
sainthood causes of 14 men and 
women, including Bl Charles de 
Foucauld, a French missionary killed 
in Algeria in 1916.

De Foucauld, also known as Bro 
Charles of Jesus, was a soldier, ex-
plorer, Catholic revert, priest, hermit, 
and religious brother, who served 
among the Tuareg people in the Sa-
hara desert in Algeria.

He was assassinated by a band of 
men at his hermitage in the Sahara 
on Dec. 1, 1916.

De Foucauld was born in Stras-
bourg in 1858. He was raised by his 
wealthy and aristocratic grandfather 
after being orphaned at the age of six.

He joined the French military, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his grand-
father. Having already lost his faith, 
as a young man he lived a life of in-
dulgence and was known to have an 
immature sense of humor.

De Foucauld resigned from the 
military at age 23, and set off on a 
dangerous exploration of Morocco. 
Contact with strong Muslim believ-
ers there challenged him, and he be-
gan to repeat to himself: “My God, if 
you exist, let me come to know you.”

He returned to France and, with 
the guidance of a priest, came back 
to his Catholic faith in 1886, at the 
age of 28.

The following saying is attributed 
to him: “As soon as I believed in 
God, I understood that I could not do 
otherwise than to live for him alone.”

De Foucauld realised a vocation 
to “follow Jesus in his life at Naza-
reth” during a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. He was a Trappist monk in 
France and Syria for seven years. 

He also lived as a hermit for a pe-
riod near a convent of Poor Clares in 
Nazareth.

He was ordained a priest in 1901 
at age 43 and left for northern Africa 
to serve among the Tuareg people, 
a nomadic ethnic group, saying he 
wanted to live among “the furthest 
removed, the most abandoned.”

In the Sahara he welcomed anyone 
who passed by, whether Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, or pagan. 

He was deeply respectful of the 
faiths and cultures he lived among. 
During his 13 years in the Saraha he 
learned about Tuareg culture and lan-
guage, compiling a Tuareg-French 
dictionary, and being a “brother” to 
the people.

The priest said he wanted to “shout 
the Gospel with his life” and to con-
duct his life so that people would ask, 
“if such is the servant, what must the 
Master be like?”

De Foucauld was the inspiration 
for the founding of several lay asso-
ciations, religious communities, and 
secular institutes of laity and priests, 
known collectively as “the spiritual 
family of Charles de Foucauld.” — 
By Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

MUNICH: A record number of peo-
ple left the Church in the German 
Archdiocese of Munich and Freising 
last year, a local statistical office said 
Tuesday.

The Munich statistical office told 
CNA Deutsch, CNA’s German-
language news partner, May 26 that 
10,744 Catholics formally withdrew 
from the Church in 2019. It noted 
that this was a fifth higher than in 
2018, when 8,995 people left. 

Statisticians said this was the first 
time that annual departures had sur-
passed the 10,000 mark since records 
began. Previously, the highest figure 
was 9,010, set in 1992.

Cardinal Reinhard Marx, the 
66-year-old Archbishop of Munich 
and Freising, announced in Febru-
ary that he would not stand for re-
election as president of the German 
Bishops’ Conference. He cited his 
age and his desire to spend more 
time in his archdiocese, in the Catho-
lic heartland of Bavaria, which he 
has led since 2008.

In March, Bayerischer Rundfunk, 
Bavaria’s public-service broadcaster, 
reported that people gave a variety 
of reasons for leaving, including a 
desire to stop paying Church tax, the 
clerical abuse scandal and the posi-
tion of women within the Church.

The Church in Germany is largely 
funded through a tax collected by 
the government. If an individual is 
registered as a Catholic, then 8-9 per 
cent of their income tax goes to the 
Church. The only way they can stop 
paying the tax is to make an official 
declaration renouncing their mem-
bership of the Church. They are no 
longer allowed to receive the sacra-

ments or a Catholic burial. 
While the number of Catho-

lics abandoning the faith has in-
creased steadily since the 1960s, the 
Church’s income has risen. In 2018, 
the Church’s income rose to 6.64 bil-
lion euros, while 216,078 people left 
the Church, according to a report by 
the German bishops’ conference.

Last year the German bishops an-
nounced plans for a two-year “Syn-
odal Way,” bringing together lay 
people and bishops to discuss four 
major topics: the way power is ex-
ercised in the Church; sexual moral-
ity; the priesthood; and the role of 
women.

They said the process would end 
with a series of “binding” votes 
-- raising concerns at the Vatican 
that the resolutions might challenge 
Church teaching and discipline. 

In June, Pope Francis sent a 28-
page letter to German Catholics urg-
ing them to focus on evangelization 
in the face of a “growing erosion and 
deterioration of faith.”

“Every time an ecclesial commu-
nity has tried to get out of its prob-

lems alone, relying solely on its own 
strengths, methods and intelligence, 
it has ended up multiplying and nur-
turing the evils it wanted to over-
come,” he wrote.

In September, the Vatican sent a 
letter to the German bishops declar-
ing that their plans for the synod 
were “not ecclesiologically valid.”

After a back-and-forth between 
the bishops’ conference and Vatican 
officials, the first synodal assembly 
took place in Frankfurt at the end of 
January. The second meeting is ex-
pected to go ahead, despite the coro-
navirus crisis, in September. 

In an interview May 22 with Der 
Spiegel, Cardinal Marx discussed 
his tenure as bishops’ conference 
president and his new book Freiheit 
(Freedom), published May 25.

He said that, despite being por-
trayed as liberal, he felt conservative. 

“As a 15-year-old, I did not like 
the fact that after the Second Vatican 
Council old ceremonies and images 
were abolished in many places,” he 
explained. “Traditions are also some-
thing important.” —CNA

Blessed Charles de Foucauld

Cardinal Reinhard Marx speaks at a Vatican press conference Feb. 23, 2019.
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In this file photo, Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
of Constantinople meet privately at the Vatican Sept 17, 2019. (CNS photo/
Vatican Media)

Record numbers leave Church in 
Munich archdiocese



Faith leaders: Protecting human life 
is priority in reopening churches

California churches can 
reopen at 25 per cent capacity

WASHINGTON: The Bishops of 
the state of Washington said sus-
pension of the public celebration 
of Mass because of the coronavirus 
pandemic was undertaken “not out 
of fear, but out of our deepest re-
spect for human life and health.”

“As disciples of Jesus, we are 
called to be instruments of God’s 
protection for the vulnerable and 
the common good,” the five bish-
ops said in a May 22 statement 
released by the Washington State 
Catholic Conference. “Our love of 
God and neighbour is always per-
sonal and not partisan.

“While we share the desire 
to bring people back to Mass as 
quickly as possible, we will wait to 
schedule our public worship when 
it is safe and we are prepared to do 
so,” the statement said.

Washington State was the site of 
the first widespread outbreak of the 
COVID-19, the illness caused by 

the novel coronavirus. Washington 
Gov Jay Inslee and public health 
officials quickly enacted a massive 
shutdown of the state, including 
churches, to stem the outbreak.

The bishops’ statement came 
in response to President Donald 
Trump’s May 22 declaration that 
houses of worship are “essential.” 
He directed the country’s gover-
nors “to do the right thing and al-
low these very important essential 
places of faith to open right now, 
this weekend.”

Washington’s bishops said they 
hoped “that our right to responsibly 
and safely gather for worship will 
soon be honoured so we can col-
laborate in a manner that respects 
both our Catholic tradition as well 
as our civic responsibilities.”

“We eagerly await the gover-
nor’s response to our suggestions 
on this so we can proceed together 
with our reopening plans,” the 

statement concluded.
The Archdioceses of Baltimore 

and Los Angeles also issued state-
ments May 22 that explained why 

churches remained closed for pub-
lic worship.

Los Angeles Archbishop Jose 
H. Gomez said in a video mes-

sage that while church buildings 
remained closed, parishes were 
open. He stressed that the safety of 
people was his top concern.

He expressed solidarity with 
the faithful of the archdiocese, ac-
knowledging the difficulty for peo-
ple in not being able to celebrate 
Mass and the sacraments as a com-
munity.

“But I think we all have to under-
stand that the reason that we have 
to do that is because we care for 
one another,” the archbishop said. 
“The reality of this coronavirus 
pandemic is that it is a very danger-
ous illness and the virus is easy to 
be passed to one another. We didn’t 
know exactly what was the reality 
and we started seeing the conse-
quences of so many people dying 
and so many people getting sick, so 
that’s why we had to be extremely 
careful in taking care of one anoth-
er.” — CNS

CALIFORNIA:  Churches in Cali-
fornia can begin holding services 
again at a limited capacity, the 
state announced.

The California health depart-
ment ruled that, subject to the ap-
proval of local authorities, church-
es in the state can begin reopening 
along with in-store retail shopping. 
The state had originally placed 
churches in a later reopening stage 
than some businesses which have 
already begun reopening.

Under the new 21-day policy, 
houses of worship can hold reli-
gious services at up to 25 per cent 
capacity with a maximum of 100 
attendees.

Churches have to implement vi-
rus prevention plans, recommend 
face coverings, set social distanc-
ing guidance, and “consider elimi-
nating singing and group recita-
tions.” Any singing or recitations 
“should be conducted outside,” 
the department said. — CNA

Deacon Robert Lavanco of Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church prays with 
Krystyna Kopacki in the Queens borough of New York City May 24, 2020. 
(CNS photo/Mike Segar, Reuters)

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, Los Angeles, Ca. (CNA photo/youkatan 
via Shutterstock)
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Ireland: Returning to Mass and the Sacraments 
- Pentecost Message from Archbishop Martin
BELFAST: Archbishop Eamon Mar-
tin has sent the following video mes-
sage and letter to parishioners, clergy 
and religious of the Archdiocese of 
Armagh and Diocese of Dromore, 
titled: Returning to Mass and the 
Sacraments.Letter to diocesan clergy 
and religious:

“Dear Father, Dear Deacon, Dear 
sisters and brothers,

“This weekend we celebrate Pen-
tecost — the great feast of the Holy 
Spirit and the “birthday” of the Chris-
tian Church. I find it sad and disap-
pointing that we have now come the 
whole way through the Easter season 
and we are still unable to gather phys-
ically for Mass and the sacraments.

“We have all been making great 
sacrifices to protect health and life 
and to support the common good. 
But we miss meeting up as a parish 
community. Thankfully our sacri-
fices are bearing fruit and the number 
of deaths and ICU admissions from 
COVID-19 is continuing to decline.

“I want to thank you for the work 
you are doing at local level to plan 
for the full “re-opening” of parish 

life and worship. Please work closely 
with your priests so that your parish 
is ready to respond quickly when the 
public health authorities tell us it is 
safe to begin gathering together again 
for Mass inside our churches.

“Thanks also for your response 
to my call for ideas and questions 
to help draft a National Framework 
Document to maximise consistency 
across the dioceses and parishes of 
Ireland. At the Standing Committee 
of the Bishops’ Conference (meet-
ing for the first time over video call) 
the Bishops agreed to refine this 
framework further to include a help-
ful checklist for parish priests and 
COVID-19 Parish Support Teams 
on physical distancing and hygiene. 
This will help you evaluate progress 
made to date and guide any neces-
sary improvements in practice within 
your parish.

“The Framework Document will 
also offer guidance on a number of 
important liturgical issues which 
many of you have been enquiring 
about e.g. the distribution and recep-
tion of Holy Communion; advice for 

concelebrants, deacons, altar servers; 
and best practice for extraordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist and others 
who assist at Mass. At the forthcom-
ing Episcopal Conference meeting in 
early June the Bishops will consider 
extending the current suspension of 
the Sunday obligation, the Sign of 
Peace and use of Holy Water fonts. 
We will also discuss the celebration 
of Baptism, Marriage and the Sacra-
ment of reconciliation in the context 
of any ongoing restrictions.

“It is hoped that the National 
Framework Document will help 
guide our ongoing preparations at 
parish and diocesan level. It will also 
support our continuing engagement 
with government and public health 
authorities — north and south — in 
making a case for the early resump-
tion of the public celebration of Mass 
and the Sacraments in a measured 
and safe way.

“God bless you and your families 
this Pentecost weekend. Please stay 
safe. And pray safe!”

Source: ICN

Dr Anthony Fauci: To keep churches safe, use masks, 
limit singing and wait to resume Communion
WASHINGTON: As states around 
America begin to ease stay-at-home 
orders, Dr Anthony Fauci, the direc-
tor of the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases, said 
churches should adopt “common 
sense” measures to protect worship-
pers and the wider community, like 
requiring masks, practicing social 
distancing and prohibiting singing.

Regarding the distribution of 
Communion, he said, “I think for 
the time being, you just gotta forego 
that.”

In an interview with America on 
May 26, Dr Fauci said churches 
in places experiencing a sustained 
decline in coronavirus cases can 
slowly take steps to reopen safely 
by following public health guide-
lines, including those released by 
the Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Dr Fauci serves on the 
White House’s coronavirus task 
force.

“You always have to take into ac-
count what the dynamic of the out-
break is in your particular region,” 

Dr Fauci said. “Having said that, 
when you’re dealing with a nation-
wide outbreak like we have right 
now, you've really got to take pre-
cautions.”

Churches should “limit the num-
ber of people, so that you don’t 
have people in the pews right next 
to each other,” he said. Those 
gathered should “absolutely” wear 
masks, Dr Fauci said.

"If the priest is on the altar, sepa-
rated by 30, 40, 50 feet, you know, 
I wouldn’t think it was absolutely 

necessary to [use masks],” he said. 
“But the people who are within six, 
10 feet of each other really need to.”

In addition, singing should be 
discouraged, Dr Faucis said, be-
cause it dramatically increases the 
distance that droplets travel, adding 
to the possibility of spreading infec-
tion.

“When you sing, the amount 
of droplets and aerosol that come 
out is really, in some respects, 
scary,” he said. — By Michael J. 
O’Loughlin, America Dr. Anthony Fauci
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History is repeating itself in Hong Kong. After the SARS 
epidemic in 2003, attempts were made to introduce a na-

tional security law. Now as the coronavirus recedes the na-
tional security has been passed.

It is difficult to find words to describe the danger Hong 
Kong is facing. For some who have not seen the tanks in Hong 
Kong may think that things have not got out of hand. 

On May 18, 15 well-known leaders of the democratic op-
position appeared in court. Their case will be resumed on June 
15. For five of them, the charges have been extended, and they 
foresee very severe penalties, up to five years of imprison-
ment.

But the worst news from Beijing is that the National Peo-
ple’s Congress has formally endorsed what had already been 
decided by the Central Committee of the Communist Party, 
the real body that governs China. But even the Central Com-
mittee (politburo) counts less since President Xi Jinping con-
centrated all powers on himself, as only Mao Zedong and 
Deng Xiaoping had done in the past. It is, therefore, a decision 
by Xi that we are talking about.

The new law sends a chill down the spines of those who 
love Hong Kong, its young students and its people, freedom 
and democracy. It introduces national security regulations in 
Hong Kong. It is included as a new “third annex” to the Basic 
Law, the mini-constitution that governs the “high degree of 
autonomy” of the city. 

The law, which consists of seven articles, provides provi-
sions for punishing offenses such as treason, secession, sedi-
tion, subversion and foreign interference. It is not difficult to 
imagine how the provisions will be conveniently used to sup-
press the popular protests that began in June 2019 and any 
other form of opposition. With such laws in China, every form 
of dissent is condemned, with punishments up to the death 
penalty.

Particularly disturbing is the fourth article: “If necessary, the 
central government will establish bodies in Hong Kong with 
the task of implementing the safeguarding of national secu-
rity.”

This provision would lead to the emptying of the power of 
parliament and of the local government in favour of an entirely 
political office, which has never been seen in Hong Kong. The 
drastic downsizing of the parliament is particularly of concern 
because in the September elections, the opposition parties will 
have, according to all forecasts, a larger representation as hap-
pened for the district elections of last November.

It will be the end of the “one country, two systems” frame-
work with the “high degree of autonomy,” the two principles 
that govern Hong Kong today. These two principles will be 
tested during the crucial events of the weeks to come: the vigil 
for the massacre in Tiananmen Square on June 4; the first an-
niversary of the start of the protests on June 9; and the tradi-
tional protest march of July 1. 

In the summer of 2003, attempts were made to introduce a 
national security law. And it happened in the aftermath of the 
SARS epidemic. 

Today’s government, led by Carrie Lam, has faced hun-
dreds of demonstrations, most of them more intense than that 
of July 1, 2003. There has been a new pandemic, and the new 
security law, a liberticidal law that will not only prevent Hong 
Kong from having what it was promised — a progressive and 
full democratisation — but would also remove what it already 
has now.

Carrie Lam will go down in Hong Kong history as the sin-
gle political figure that has done the most damage ever.

The threats of a regime opposed to freedom, democracy 
and human rights are not intended to strike lightly. The end of 
Hong Kong is being prepared.

— By Fr Gianni Criveller, PIME, ucanews.com

The end of Hong Kong 
is being prepared

In just four months, the very conta-
gious novel virus that began in Wu-
han, China, in December 2019 has 

spread right around the world. By Easter 
2020, it had infected more than one and 
a half million people and killed 100,000, 
most of whom died alone without the 
comfort of family or friends. The last 
time something similar happened was 
during the ‘Spanish flu’ which ravaged 
the world after World War 1.

By mid-April 2020, one quarter of the 
world’s population was on lockdown. 
The advice from the medical world is to 
keep a physical distance of two metres 
from each other, use a tissue when cough-
ing or sneezing and bin it, and to wash 
our hands thoroughly.

History teaches us that pandemics can 
change things dramatically. Although 
the death toll was massively higher dur-
ing the plague of Justinian (541-542 AD) 
which undermined the Byzantine Em-
pire, or the Black Death in the middle 
of the 14th century which wiped out one 
third of the population of Europe in five 
years, COVID-19 will also change his-
tory dramatically.

Impact of COVID-19 and 
economics

Given the fact that many people are in 
lockdown and out of work, people are as-
sessing what the economic impact of the 
pandemic will be. Already, we have seen 
that global economic projections made in 
January 2020 have collapsed. In January 
2020, the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) projected a global growth rate of 
3.3 per cent in 2020. In a speech before 
the spring meeting of the IMF and the 
World Bank, which is being held online 
from 17 to 19 April 2020, the managing 
director of the IMF, Kristalina Georgieva, 
stated that “global growth will turn sharp-
ly negative in 2020.” She continued say-
ing that “we anticipate the worst econom-
ic fallout since the Great Depression.”

Since January 2020, the media has fol-
lowed the spread of COVID-19, which 
began in China, then moved on to Ko-
rea, Italy, Spain, Britain, Ireland and the 
United States. In all of these countries, 
it is possible to social distance and wash 
one’s hands, but it is not possible for the 
T'boli people of Southeast Mindanao in 
the Philippines whose lives I shared as a 
Columban missionary during the 1980s. 
How can you social distance or wash 
your hands when ten people share a two-
room house without running water? This 
is not just a problem for the T’boli, but 
for one quarter of the world’s population 
who do not have access to running water 
and adequate sanitation. It is feared that, 
given how contagious COVID-19 is, it 
will wreak havoc in India, Latin America 
and Africa and cause millions of deaths 
because their public health systems are 
rudimentary.

Economic help for the poor
The economic consequences for the poor 
are also being overlooked. On April 9, 

2020, Oxfam International, in a report 
called Dignity not Destitution, warned 
world leaders that, unless richer countries 
commit to a rescue package of $2.5 tril-
lion dollars, about a half a billion people 
might be pushed back into poverty by 
COVID-19. Many rich countries are cur-
rently engaged in providing multi-billion 
dollar or euro stimuli for those who have 
lost their jobs. Poor countries cannot do 
this, so the money from the $2.5 trillion 
dollar rescue package would provide 
cash for those who have lost their in-
comes and a bail-out for small, vulner-
able businesses. The money could also 
be used to cancel the staggering $1tril-
lion debt which poor and developing 
countries are due to pay in 2020 to richer 
countries and institutions. Finally, $1 tril-
lion would provide a new international 
reserve for economically poor countries. 
But will rich countries, who are borrow-
ing phenomenal amounts of money for 
their own domestic needs, even think of 
responding to the plight of poor people 
globally?

Pandemics and the destruction 
of biodiversity

In discussing COVID-19 in an interview 
with Austen Ivereigh in The Tablet, Pope 
Francis called to mind the Spanish phrase 
“God always forgives, man sometimes 
forgive but, nature never forgives.” How-
ever, in his Urbi et Orbi (To the City and 
to the World), address given after Easter 
Sunday Mass on April 12th 2020, he fo-
cused exclusively on the human element 
of the crisis. He acknowledged that “the 
world already (is) faced with epochal 
challenges and (is) now oppressed by a 
pandemic severely testing our human 
family.” He continued that “this is an 
Easter of solitude lived amid the sorrow 
and hardship that the pandemic is caus-
ing, from physical suffering to economic 
difficulties.”

All this is true, as people are shocked 
by the pain and death of loved ones and 
the economic chaos that COVID-19 is 
causing. However, many commentators 
on COVID-19 fail to make any connec-
tion between it and the destruction of the 
natural world which, in little more than 
two decades, has given us COVID-19, 
SARS, MERS, Ebola, HIV, Zika, and 
H1N1. Similarly, on Good Friday, I lis-
tened to Christian, Muslim, Jewish and 
Humanist leaders speaking on RTE, Ra-
dio 1 about the celebration of Easter, the 
Passover and Ramadan in the context of 
the COVID-19 pandemic when worship-
pers will not be able to gather physically 
in churches, mosques and synagogues. 
No one mentioned the fact that large-
scale deforestation, habitat degradation, 
intensive agriculture, trade in species and 
climate change all contribute to biodiver-
sity loss and, in the process, facilitate the 
rise of new pandemics.

For a long time, we have known that 
viruses and pathogens have leaped from 
other species to the human population. 
However, the destruction of biodiversity 

means that these events are happening 
much more frequently now than in the 
past. Worse still, pandemics will con-
tinue to happen at an even greater rate in 
the future unless we change some of the 
practices listed above. Thankfully, we are 
much better placed to survive pandemics 
than previous generations were as we ex-
pect our scientists to come up with cures 
or vaccines to protect us. But, given that 
humans are colonising every ecosystem, 
we can expect more and, often, more 
deadly pandemics in the future. At the 
moment, the human population stands at 
7.8 billion but it is expected to increase to 
10 billion within the next 30 years.

Many people believe that the corona-
virus first jumped across to humans who 
were working at a ‘wet’ market in Wu-
han in China in December 2019. In these 
markets, animals who would seldom en-
counter one another in the wild such as 
civets, live wolf pups and pangolins, are 
crammed together into small cages, often 
in filthy conditions. This is an ideal en-
vironment in which to incubate diseases 
that will spill over into the human popu-
lation. That is why Elizabeth Maruma 
Mrema, the acting executive secretary on 
the UN Convention on Biodiversity, said 
that countries should ban ‘wet’ markets. 
At the moment, China has introduced a 
temporary ban on its ‘wet’ markets. The 
secretary general of the China Biodiversi-
ty Conservation and Green Development 
Foundation, Jinfeng Zhou, has called for 
a permanent ban on all wildlife markets.

The ethicist, Viveca Morris, who is the 
executive director of the Law, Ethics and 
Animal Program Yale Law School, writ-
ing in the Los Angeles Times points out 
that the Chinese are not the only ones 
involved in trading wild animals. “Every 
year, Americans pay to capture, boxup, 
and import hundreds of millions of live 
animals for agriculture, the pet and aquar-
ium industries, and other uses.”

Morris asks us to look at what we are 
doing in our modern, industrial farms. 
In many places, we crowd cattle, pigs, 
chickens, turkeys and other animals into 
crammed living spaces. These situations 
can become a breeding ground for viral 
and bacterial pathogens, so to ensure this 
does not happen, we lace their feed with 
antibiotics. This, of course, creates the 
perfect conditions for antibiotic-resistant 
pathogens to develop and thrive. We hu-
mans pay the price in the form of drug-re-
sistant UTIs and MRSA infections. This 
kind of farming also increases the risk of 
deadly viral epidemics such as the 2009 
H1N1 outbreak that sickened 59 million 
people. The ways humans destroy much 
of the natural world and engage in factory 
farming is based on the fallacy that what 
we do to the natural world will not have 
a negative impact on human health and 
well-being. COVID-19 tells us that this 
is untrue. Either we need to drastically 
change our ways of relating to the natural 
world or get ready for the next pandemic. 
The choice is in our hands. 

— By Fr Sean McDonagh, ICN

The destruction 
of  biodiversity 
and COVID-19

International Day for Biodiversity — May 22
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VM: Recently you made an appeal for 
peace in the world, a world affected by 
the pandemic. This initiative links up 
once again with those taken by Pope 
Francis – whom you have met at the 
end of last year, when you delivered a 
video message together – who keeps 
asking to cease all wars. You said: The 
fury of the virus illustrates the folly of 
war. Why, do you think, is it so difficult 
to get this message through?
AG: First, I would like to renew my deep ap-
preciation to Pope Francis for his support for 
my global ceasefire appeal and the work of the 
United Nations. His global engagement, com-
passion and calls for unity reaffirm the core 
values that guide our work: to reduce human 
suffering and promote human dignity.

When I launched the ceasefire appeal, my 
message to parties to conflict around the world 
was simple: fighting needs to stop so that we 
can focus on our shared enemy – COVID-19.

So far, the call has been endorsed by 
115 governments, regional organisations, 
more than 200 civil society groups and re-
ligious leaders. Sixteen armed groups have 

pledged to end violence. Millions of people 
have also signed an on-line call for support.

But mistrust remains high, and it is difficult 
to turn these commitments into actions that 
make a difference in the lives of those impact-
ed by conflict.

I continue to call on parties to conflict and 
on all those who can have influence on them, 
to place the health and safety of people first.

I would also like to mention another appeal 
I have made that I consider essential: an ap-
peal for peace in the home. Across the globe, 
as the pandemic spreads, we are also witness-
ing an alarming increase in violence against 
women and girls.

I have asked governments, civil society and 
all those who can help around the world to 
mobilise to better protect women. I have also 
appealed to religious leaders of every faith to 
unequivocally condemn all acts of violence 

against women and girls and to uphold the 
bedrock  principles of equality.

A few months ago, before the pandem-
ic broke out, you said that fear is the 
best-selling brand. This is something 
which now, in these weeks, could be 
even more amplified. How, do you 
think, is it possible to fight the feelings 
of fear spreading among people, espe-
cially in these difficult times?
The COVID-19 pandemic is not just a global 
health emergency.

In recent weeks, there has been a surge of 
conspiracy theories and anti-foreigner senti-
ment. In some cases, journalists, health pro-
fessionals, or human rights defenders have 
been targeted simply for doing their jobs.

From the very beginning of this crisis, I 
have been advocating for solidarity within 

societies and among countries. Our response 
must be based on human rights and human 
dignity.

I have also called on educational institu-
tions to focus on digital literacy, and I have 
urged media, especially social media compa-
nies, to do much more to flag and remove rac-
ist, misogynist and other harmful content, in 
line with international human rights law.

Religious leaders have a crucial role to play 
to promote mutual respect in their communi-
ties and beyond. They are well-positioned to 
challenge inaccurate and harmful messages, 
and to encourage all communities to promote 
non-violence and reject xenophobia, racism 
and all forms of intolerance.

Fear is certainly fostered by fake 
news which, as you recently noted, 
is spreading more and more. How is 
it possible to fight misinformation 
without risking to blot out fundamen-
tal freedoms and rights in the name of 
this battle?
People around the world want to know what to 
do and where to turn for advice. Instead, they 
have to navigate an epidemic of misinforma-
tion that, at its worst, can put lives at risk.

I salute the journalists and others who are 
fact-checking the mountain of misleading sto-
ries and social media posts.

In support of these efforts, I have launched 
a UN Communications Response initiative, 
under the name Verified, aimed at getting ac-
curate, factual information to people while en-
couraging solutions and solidarity as we move 
from crisis to recovery. 

Religious leaders also have a role to play to 
leverage their networks and communication 
capacities to support governments in promot-
ing public health measures recommended by 
the World Health Organisation — from physi-
cal distancing to good hygiene – and to dispel 
false information and rumours.

New global threats require new 
forms of unity and solidarity

VM: Among the groundless news 
that daily assail public opinion, 
currently there is a lot of criticism 
of UN agencies, as for example the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). 
What is your opinion with regard to 
this?
AG: As we mourn the lives lost to the vi-
rus, we despair that many more will fol-
low, particularly in places least able to 
cope with a pandemic.

Looking back at how the pandemic un-
folded, and at the international response, 
will be crucial. But, right now, the World 
Health Organization and the entire UN 
system are in a race against the clock to 
save lives.

I am particularly worried about the 
lack of adequate solidarity with develop-
ing countries, both in equipping them to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
in addressing the dramatic economic and 
social impacts on the world’s poorest.

The World Health Organization, and 
the entire United Nations system have 
mobilised fully to save lives, stave off 
famine, ease the pain and plan for recov-
ery.

We set out a US$7.6 billion Global Hu-
manitarian Response Plan for the most 
vulnerable populations, including refu-
gees and internally displaced persons. 

Donors have generously pledged close to 
$1 billion so far and I continue my ad-
vocacy to ensure that this plan is fully 
funded.

Our country teams are working in co-
ordination with Governments to mobilize 
funding, to assist health ministries on 
preparedness, and to support economic 
and social measures, from food security 
and home schooling to cash transfers and 
many others.

Our peace operations continue to carry 
out their important protection mandates, 
and to support peace and political pro-
cesses.

The UN system network of supply 
chains has been placed at the disposal of 
developing countries, with millions of 
test kits, respirators and surgical masks 
having now reached more than 100 coun-
tries. We have set up solidarity flights to 
bring more supplies and workers to doz-
ens of countries in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.  

And since the beginning, I have mo-
bilized the expertise within the entire 
UN family to produce a series of reports 
and policy briefs to provide analysis and 
advice for an effective, coordinated re-
sponse by the international community. 
(https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/un-
secretary-general)

Criticism of UN agencies

“The pandemic should be a wake-up call. Deadly global threats 
require a new unity and solidarity,” António Guterres (AG), 
Secretary-General of the United Nations emphasises in an 
exclusive interview with Vatican Media (VM). 

VM: You have openly commended the 
European initiative aimed at developing 
a vaccine for COVID-19. However, find-
ing a vaccine might tempt someone to 
take up a dominant position within the 
international community. How can we 
avoid this risk? And even before finding 
a vaccine, what can be done in order to 
test the treatments that have proven to 
be of some efficacy?
AG: In an interconnected world, none of us is 
safe until all of us are safe.

This was, in a few words, the essence of my 
message at the launch of  “ACT Accelerator” – 
the global collaboration to speed up the devel-
opment, production and equitable access to new 
COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics and vac-
cines.

This must be seen as a global public good. Not 
a vaccine or treatments for one country or one 
region or one-half of the world — but a vaccine 
and treatment that are affordable, safe, effective, 
easily-administered and universally available — 
for everyone, everywhere. This vaccine needs to 
be the people’s vaccine.

VM: Some say that after this pandemic 
the world will never be the same again. 
What could the future of the United Na-
tions be in tomorrow’s world?
AG: The pandemic recovery brings opportu-
nities to steer the world onto a safer, healthier, 
more sustainable and inclusive path. 

The inequalities and gaps in social protection 
that have been so painfully exposed will need 
to be addressed. We will also have an oppor-
tunity to place women and gender equality at 
the forefront to help build resilience to future 
shocks.

Recovery also needs to go hand-in-hand with 
climate action.

I have been calling on governments to ensure 
that spending to revitalise economies should be 
used to invest in the future, not the past.

Taxpayers’ money should be used to accel-
erate the decarbonisation of all aspects of our 
economy and privilege the creation of green 
jobs. Now is the time to put a price on carbon 
and for polluters to pay for their pollution. Fi-
nancial institutions and investors must take cli-
mate risks fully into account. 

Our template remains the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and the Paris Agreement on 
climate change.

Now is the time to be determined. Deter-
mined to defeat COVID-19 and to emerge 
from the crisis by building a better world for 
all. — By Andrea Monda, Vatican News

Vaccine Future of the UN
UN Secretary-General António Guterres (left) with WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus at a briefing in Geneva. (UN News photo)



I grew up in a close family 
and one of hardest things I 
ever did was to leave home 

and family at the age of sev-
enteen to enter the novitiate 
of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate. That noviti-
ate year wasn’t easy. I missed 
my family intensely and stayed 
in touch with them insofar as 
the rules and communication of 
the day allowed. I wrote a let-
ter home every week and my 
mother wrote back to me faith-
fully each week. I still have 
and cherish those letters. I had 
left home but stayed in touch, a 
faithful family member.

But my life became a lot 
more complex and socially de-
manding after that. I moved to 
a seminary and began to live 
in a community with sixty oth-
ers, with people entering and 
leaving constantly throughout 
my seven years there so that 
by the time I’d finished my 
seminary training I had lived in 
close community with over one 
hundred different men. That 
brought its own challenges. 
People you’d grown close to 
would leave the community to 
be replaced by others so that 
each year there was a new com-
munity and new friendships.

In the years following semi-
nary, that pattern began to grow 
exponentially. Graduate studies 
took me to other countries and 
brought a whole series of new 
persons into my life, many of 
whom became close friends. In 
more than forty years of teach-
ing I have met with several 
thousand students and made 
many friends among them. 
Writing and public lectures 
have brought thousands of peo-
ple into my life. Though most 
of them passed through my life 
without meaningful connection, 
some became lifelong friends.

I share this not because I 
think it’s unique, but rather, be-
cause it’s typical. Today, that’s 
really everyone’s story. More 
and more friends pass through 
our lives so that at a point the 
question necessarily arises: 
how does one remain faithful to 
one’s family, to old friends, for-
mer neighbours, former class-
mates, former students, former 
colleagues, and to old acquaint-
ances? What does fidelity to 
them ask for? Occasional vis-
its? Occasional emails, texts, 
calls? Remembering birthdays 
and anniversaries? Class reun-
ions? Attending weddings and 
funerals?

Obviously doing these would 
be good, though that would also 
constitute a full-time occupa-
tion. Something else must be 
being asked of us here, namely, 
a fidelity that’s not contingent 
on emails, texts, calls, and oc-
casional visits. But what can 
lie deeper than tangible human 
contact? What can be more real 
than that? The answer is fideli-
ty, fidelity as the gift of a shared 
moral soul, fidelity as the gift of 
trust, and fidelity as remaining 
true to who you were when you 
were in tangible human com-
munity and contact with those 
people who are no longer part 
of your daily life. That’s what it 
means to be faithful.

It is interesting how the 
Christian scriptures define 
community and fidelity. In the 
Acts of the Apostles we read 
that before Pentecost those in 
the first Christian community 
were all “huddled in one room”. 
And here, though physically to-
gether, ironically they were not 
in real community with each 
other, not really a family, and 
not really faithful to each other. 
Then after receiving the Holy 
Spirit, they literally break out 
of that one room and scatter all 
over the earth so that many of 
them never see each other again 
and now, geographically at a 
distance from each other, ironi-
cally they become real family, 
become a genuine community, 
and live in fidelity to each other.

At the end of the day, fidel-
ity is not about how often you 
physically connect with some-
one but about living within a 
shared spirit. Betrayal is not a 
question of separation by dis-
tance, of forgetting an anni-
versary or a birthday, or of not 
being able to stay in touch with 
someone you cherish. Betrayal 
is moving away from the truth 
and virtue you once shared with 
that person you cherish. Be-
trayal is a change of soul. We 

are unfaithful to family and 
friends when we become a dif-
ferent person morally so as to 
no longer share a common spir-
it with them.

You can be living in the same 
house with someone, share dai-
ly bread and conversation with 
him or her, and not be a faithful 
family member or friend; just 
as you can be a faithful friend 
or family member and not see 
that friend or family member 
for forty years. Being faithful 
in remembering birthdays is 
wonderful, but fidelity is more 
about remembering who you 
were when that birth was so 
special to you. Fidelity is about 
maintaining moral affinity.

To the best of my abilities, I 
try to stay in contact with the 
family, old friends, former 
neighbours, former classmates, 
former students, former col-
leagues, and old acquaintances. 
Mostly it’s a bit beyond me. So 
I put my trust in moral fidel-
ity. I try as best I can to com-
mit myself to keeping the same 
soul I had when I left home as 
a young boy and which charac-
terised and defined me when I 
met all those wonderful people 
along the way. — By Fr Ron 
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Faithful friendship
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Dear Editor,

Firstly, we thank God for lead-
ing us through this unprecedented 
time of trouble. We thank Him for 
the leadership of His Grace, Arch-
bishop Julian Leow, for his firm 
and assured leadership during this 
crisis. It’s with pride that we can 
say that the Catholic Church was 
one of the the first to adhere to the 
MCO directives from the govern-
ment. As a Church we complied, 
for the safety and well being of all 
and our neighbours. Safe to say, 
this Easter will be remembered 
for a long time. Never before and 
with God’s grace, never again. 

This letter comes from us after a 
time of reflection on the lockdown 
that has followed on the heels 
of the Coronavirus to this point 
where we are in a slightly relaxed 
regime as opposed to the MCO. 
We take note that during the 
MCO, worship essentially ground 
to a halt. Never did we think for 

a moment that churches would be 
sealed and the loss of the Mass be 
felt greatly. 

We rejoiced when it seemed like 
there was light at the end of the 
tunnel as the authorities moved 
into CMCO but seemed to back-
track with extensions until 9th 
June 2020. However, what is re-
ally disturbing is the seeming 
overreach of the civil authorities 
in setting the SOP for faiths to op-
erate post CMCO.

The SOP governs the number of 
people in attendance, restricts age 
of attendees, restricts the days of 
operation among others. How can 
we make sense of this in light of 
our obligations to the Mass, es-
pecially in terms of the Eucharist 
and the sacrament of Confession?

The Church should not be de-
nied its Sacraments. The faith-
ful are waiting fervently for all 
the seven Sacraments entrusted 
to it. We must have access to it 
without further delay and move 

on with our lives and live. RCIA 
Catechumens await their Sacra-
ments. Couples wanting to get 
married await their Sacrament. 
Confirmation classes await their 
Sacraments. All want to receive it 
and continue with their lives. The 
Church as a whole is responsible 
to all these groups.

COVID-19 is not going to dis-
appear in the blink of an eye and 
the infection and death count is not 
going to be zeroised overnight. By 
fair estimates, it will take at least 
1-2 years before a viable vaccine 
is developed. On the same note, 
it’s been 14 days (the normal vi-
rus infection cycle) since CMCO 
has been in place in many parts of 
Malaysia. Infections did not shoot 
up despite the many estimates and 
predications based on what hap-
pened in other countries. Let’s 
take heed from that. 

Meanwhile, the Church at large 
must learn how to live and func-
tion regardless. As a Church, we 

must awaken from this slumber 
and find creative ways to congre-
gate and celebrate. Live telecast 
Mass was the bridge during the 
most testing of times. Let’s ques-
tion ourselves in all honesty if it’s 
still the way we want to celebrate 
Mass. By design, most churches 
can accommodate more than the 
30 limit. We can, with creative 
thinking and leadership, safely 
congregate in larger numbers. We 
need to go back to the authorities 
and challenge them on their deci-
sion making.

The Church is not uninformed 
when it comes to handling crises 
of great magnitude. She has en-
dured, flourished through various 
and oft times multiple crises that 
occur simultaneously, wars, her-
esies, plagues, scandals.

Bishop Cornelius Sim of Brunei 
recently meditated on asking for 
the gift of ‘Fear’. The fear of los-
ing sight of our God and Saviour. 
We have to ask ourselves, are we, 

as a Church, becoming compla-
cent and comfortable with these 
telecasts or are we really fearful 
of the infection. While congregat-
ing to celebrate Mass will never 
be irrelevant, I am afraid for the 
congregation and their fortitude. 
From some of the responses I 
have seen, I fear many are in their 
comfort zones. We need to check 
ourselves as a Church.

The Church cannot continue to 
exist virtually and subsist Sacra-
mentally for indefinite period of 
time. 

Anthony Alan Lukose,                       
parishioner of the Church of the 

Holy Family, Kajang)

Keith Dunstan Pereira,                      
parishioner of the Church of the 

Divine Mercy, Shah Alam)

Richard Khoo, 
parishioner of the Church of 

St Ignatius, PJ) 
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BANGKOK: Many parishes of the Archdio-
cese of Bangkok, Thailand, are at the fore-
front in assisting the poor who have been 
severely affected by the social and economic 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Church dedicated to Our Lady of Fatima, in 
the Din Deng area of Bangkok, has started a 
special service for the distribution of food.

“Whoever wants to donate to others, can 
bring food, while anyone who needs it can 
take it freely,” PIME missionary Fr Daniele 
Mazza, said. “The government is giving aid 
such as rice and small amounts of money to 
needy families, but the needs are many. As a 
church, we are trying to offer support for the 
livelihood of poor families.”

Fr Daniele explained that a group of young 
people from the parish started this initiative. 
The room for this service is located in front of 
the Church and is open to anyone, regardless 
of their faith.

In Thailand, the spread of COVID-19 has 
not been as serious as in other countries, but 

many people have lost their jobs because 
tourism has collapsed.

Fr Daniele said: “Given the lockdown of 
tourism, many people are unemployed and 
for large sectors of the population the situa-
tion is worrying.”

Observing the norms established by the 
government, the Thai Church had to suspend 
all Masses and other public religious activi-
ties for a certain period.

“We continue to celebrate live streaming 
and other prayers such as the Rosary and the 
Via Crucis. Every Sunday we also have a Ro-
sary with the English-speaking community 
through Zoom, where about 40-50 families 
participate,” says the missionary.

“We will have to be careful, for some time, 
with every gathering. I think this experience 
has taught us how we feel far from the Eucha-
rist and has increased the thirst for the sacra-
ments,” he said. “The pandemic teaches us 
not to take anything for granted, to find time 
for the Lord and to pray together as a family.”

The Catholic community represents 0.58 
per cent of the Thai population, with about 
390,000 faithful and 524 churches, 436 par-
ishes and 662 priests, according to data pro-

vided to Fides by the Social Communications 
Office of the Thai Church. The country has a 
population of 69 million. Most are Buddhists. 
— ICN

Food distribution in Din Deng area, Bangkok.

ISLAMABAD: Since the first coronavirus 
case, the number of infections in Pakistan 
has been growing. The country’s four prov-
inces began to take action to contain the 
spread of the virus until a general lockdown 
was in place.  

Pakistan now has a total of more than 
50,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19, with 
over 1,000 deaths.

Since the lockdown, the poor and vulner-
able people have been particularly hard hit 
with the loss of jobs and means of livelihood. 

Daily wage earners have found it particu-
larly hard to provide food for their families, 
apart from basic sanitation and health needs.    

According to Amjad Gulzar, the executive 
director of Caritas Pakistan, the overall situa-
tion in the country has been worsening since 
the first case was discovered.   

He said that, while the government was 
taking measures to ensure public health, 
Caritas was drawing up its own plan of ac-
tion, “sharing updates and situation reports” 
with Caritas Internationalis members. 

On March 19, Caritas Pakistan called a 
meeting of all its diocesan offices and estab-
lished certain guidelines to ensure the safety 
of its staff, volunteers and community groups 
who assist people during the pandemic. For 
this, they need safety and hygiene kits.

With the situation growing worse, the gov-
ernment declared a nationwide lockdown. 
The governments of all four provinces fol-
lowed suit.    

Gulzar pointed out that the pandemic is 
an unprecedented emergency that the entire 
world has been grappling with. Pakistan is 
no exception.  

Social distancing appears to be the most 
effective measure against this deadly, invisi-
ble enemy. Hence, restrictions on movement 
and gathering of people and lockdowns are 
the emergency path of governments to con-
tain the spread of the virus.   

Caritas Pakistan thus began to gather in-
formation from the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO), the UN’s Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), government public health insti-
tutions and others to protect the people and 
make them aware of the danger of the virus.

They then developed information and edu-
cation materials which they began distribut-

ing to the people through their field officers, 
the social media and other means.    

Gulzar pointed out that the immediate ef-
fect of the lockdown was the immense suf-
fering of the people because of the loss of 
jobs and livelihood. 

Daily wage earners have been worst hit. 
Putting food on the table daily was the im-
mediate need.

Caritas swung into action, providing those 
affected with relief food packages. A single 
food package includes 10 kg of flour, three 
litres of cooking oil, five kg of rice, three kg 
of lentils and essentials such as chilli powder, 
salt, tea leaves and sugar.  

According to Gulzar, the amount is suffi-
cient to feed a family of 4 to 5 persons for 
over a month. This way, Caritas has been 
able to help more than 5,000 families.   

According to Caritas Pakistan’s executive 
director, they are working in close collabora-
tion with all the seven dioceses of the coun-
try, through their respective parishes, organi-
sations and institutions.       

Gulzar also pointed out that the govern-
ment has announced many relief and de-
velopment plans but little has been done to 
implement them. 

But the Catholic Church of Pakistan 
through Caritas is reaching out to the vulner-
able people.

Many religious congregations are also 
engaged in charity and relief work. Caritas 

has been coordinating with them for more ef-
fective and concerted action of the Catholic 
Church.

The lockdown of over two months, Gulzar 
observed, has brought the economy of the 
country to a standstill. Its effects will linger 
long after the economic and commercial ac-
tivities have resumed.  

One of these effects, he said, will be a 
“very high level of unemployment”, which 
will affect entire families and communities.  

Caritas recently held a coordination meet-
ing with all the diocesan Caritas heads for a 
plan of action against unemployment in the 
post-COVID-19 period.

In this regard, specific programmes will 
be launched to assist particularly the poor 
and the most vulnerable in 48 districts in the 
coming four years.   

Youth will be provided with specific op-
portunities, skills and vocational training so 
that they can be employed or self-sufficient.

Gulzar pointed out that the government of-
fers many schemes and programmes for the 
economic upliftment of the poor. Caritas will 
help people to access and benefit from these 
initiatives.   

Caritas will be coordinating with diocesan 
offices and district authorities to implement 
certain projects for the social and economic 
development of people who are hit by the 
lockdown. — By Robin Gomes, Vatican 
News

Caritas Pakistan reaches out to the vulnerable

Bishop Benny Mario Travas, Chairman Caritas Pakistan joined Caritas Pakistan team in 
distributing food packages among the families. (Caritas Pakistan facebook)

Parishes offer support to people affected 
by COVID-19 economic downturnPoor
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VATICAN: After praying the Regina Coeli on 
Sunday, May 24, Pope Francis recalled the 5th 
anniversary of his encyclical Laudato Si’: On 
Care for our Common Home.

He said the document sought to “call atten-
tion to the cry of the Earth and of the poor.”

The Pope invited everyone to take part in the 
Laudato Si’ Year, which is promoted by the Di-
castery for Promoting Integral Human Devel-
opment and runs from May 24, 2020 until May 
24, 2021.

“I invite all people of goodwill to take part, to 
care for our common home and our most vul-
nerable brothers and sisters.”

He encouraged everyone to pray it. — By 
Devin Watkins, Vatican News

A Vatican News English-language translation of 
the prayer is below:

Loving God,
Creator of Heaven, Earth,                                        
and all therein contained.

Open our minds and touch our hearts,
so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.

Be present to those in need                                             
in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences of                              

the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel 
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in                                        
listening and responding

to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.
May their current sufferings                                         

become the birth-pangs
of a more fraternal and sustainable world.

We pray through Christ our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of 

Christians,

Amen.

Pope appeals for 
Laudato Si’ Year, 
releases special prayer



“I was pleasantly surprised that our 
Interreligious Virtual Gathering 

against COVID 19 received the support 
of so many parties. I would like to thank 
Archbishop Julian Leow for gracing our 
virtual event with his presence. I would 
also like to express my appreciation for 
the representatives from the Bahá'ís, the 
Buddhists, the Hindus, the Sikhs, the 
Taoists, the Anglicans and the Protes-
tants as we gathered to pray,” said Fr 
Gregory Chan.

“I especially like to thank the Mus-
lims who took the time to join us. It is 
their month of Ramadan, yet they made 
an effort to support our event. It means 
a lot to us.

“Last but not least, we are most grate-
ful to Pope Francis for calling us to 
meet, and for recognising that this pan-
demic needs the unity, solidarity and 
fraternity of all religions to combat it,” 
added Fr Chan.

Daozhang Tan Hoe Chieow thanked 
Fr Chan for hosting the Interfaith 
Prayers for Humanity to fight COV-
ID-19. “It was a very fruitful session 
and a very successful one.”

“It was a welcome initiative to show 
that the various faiths can unite and pray 
in the face of a pandemic that affects 
everyone, regardless of status, wealth or 
religious beliefs. We are indeed grate-
ful to the Assumption Church for this 
meaningful effort,” said Sivabalan.

For and on behalf of Gurdwara Sa-
hib PJ Management Committee and 
the Sikh community, “Thank you very 
much to ALL dear members for making 
this Interfaith Prayer Session a success. 
With God’s grace — it was a touching 
moment.”

Representing Christian participa-
tion, Rev Joseph said “Good effort, 
well-coordinated and inspired to come 
together with our Interfaith families in 
one accord in prayer. God bless.” — By                          
Gwen Manickam

PJ interfaith community asks for 
God’s mercy against COVID-19

PETALING JAYA: The Church of the As-
sumption’s Parish Ministry of Ecumenical 
and Interreligious Affairs (PMEIA) took the 
Holy Father’s call to unite in prayer on 14 
May to overcome this global pandemic a 
notch up.

In addition to fasting, praying and do-
ing works of charity, the parish arranged 
a 75-minute interfaith prayer session with 
leaders and members of several faiths and 
denominations via Zoom.

This was in line with Pope Francis endors-
ing the call to “the believers of all the re-
ligions to unite together spiritually on May 
14 in a day of prayer and fasting, to implore 
God to help humanity overcome the coro-
navirus pandemic,” at the beginning of the 
month.

In attendance were Buddhist Maha Vihara 
Chief High Priest of Malaysia, Venerable 
Datuk K Sri Dhammaratan PJN, Masjid 
Jamek Sultan Abdul Aziz Grand Imam Ustaz 
Ezmir Al-Hafiz, Ustaz Zaid Aziz, Ustaz 
Hafizuddin and Brother Anuar, President 
of Taoist Association Malaysia Daozhang 
Tan Hoe Chieow, St Paul’s Anglican Church 
Pastor Rev Joseph Vergis, Gurdwara Sahib 
Petaling Jaya priests Giani Gursewak Singh 
Ji and Giani Sarindar Singh, Baha’i prayer 
leader Daniel Lim, Treasurer of the Petal-
ing Jaya Hindu Association which owns 
and manages the Sri Sithi Vinayagar Kuil 
B. Sivabalan, Kuala Lumpur International 
Friends Fellowship Pastor Michael Moey 
and Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur Most 
Reverend Julian Leow.

At 8.15pm, parish priest Fr Gregory Chan 
welcomed and thanked each representative 
for joining the inaugural Interreligious Vir-
tual Gathering for Humanity. Some 37 peo-
ple were online for the event.

The Muslim brethren, who were between 
breaking fast and Tarawih prayers, popped 
online to say hello. They apologised for not 
being able to join the unity prayer follow-
ing their “local faith rulings principle base 
on Mufti Wilayah Persekutuan guidelines 
(Bayan Linnas 156)”.

Daniel Lim started with prayers from the 
Baha’i faith, followed by a brief sharing and 
chanting by Venerable Datuk K Sri Dham-
maratan. He said, during these trying times 
and being isolated from society, people are 
also struggling to make ends meet. This can 
create a lot of negative thoughts which might 
lead to evil actions just to earn money. “So I 
am very happy to join leaders of other faiths 

from around Klang Valley in this electronic 
session as we move beyond our temples and 
churches to reach out to people via visual 
technology to impart teachings from our 
respective faiths and hopefully help reduce 
all the negativity.” Venerable Dhammaratan 
prayed the four Brahma-vihara which are 
loving-kindness, compassion, sympathetic 
joy and equanimity.

The Sikh priest explained the essence of 
the Sikh Mūl Mantar, which are the opening 
words of the Sikh scripture, before musi-
cians on a jori and two harmoniums chanted 
the soothing prayers. Next was a Sanskrit 
prayer by Sivabalan from the Hindu faith, a 
Taoist prayer by Daozhang Tan Hoe Chieow 
followed by Rev Joseph and Pastor Michael.

On behalf of the Catholic church, Fr Chan 
recited a Prayer for Liberation from the Epi-
demic to Our Lady of Divine Love and sung 
the hymn Canticle of the Sun before inviting 
Archbishop Leow to say the closing words.

Archbishop Leow thanked everyone who 
took time to come online, heeding the invi-
tation of the higher committee of the Frater-
nal Humanity and Pope Francis’ invitation 
to prayer for the end of COVID-19.

“Often in our religious tradition, we pray 
for good health for our people, and our flock, 
and also for the world, but today is unique. 
To come together as people from different 
faith traditions and pray together, listening 
to each other’s prayer and the yearning for 

good health for ourselves, our families and 
the world.

“More and more we are prompted to re-
member that we are one humanity. This vi-
rus has reminded us that what happens in 
one corner of the world will affect all of us in 
another part of the world, and that we need 
each other. Today, let us continue to pray 
that this virus will be overcome through the 
prayers of each person, especially the differ-
ent faith traditions.”

He also congratulated the Petaling Jaya 
Interfaith Group for making the session pos-
sible and thanked Fr Chan, his team and the 
other religious leaders for making the effort 
to join and pray together as one humanity.

Comments from 
the religious 
leaders

Archbishop Julian Leow 

Religious leaders and members of other faiths come together for an interfaith prayer session on 
May 14, 2020.
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Sweden’s first online ecumenical spiritual retreat
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VATICAN: Sweden’s first ecumenical spir-
itual retreat will see Catholics and Lutherans 
participating in a series of encounters on the 
theme God’s inner dwelling. Peace in times of 
crisis and fear.

The announcement and invitation to par-
ticipate came directly from Cardinal Anders 
Arborelius, Bishop of Stockholm, and from 
Karin Johannesson, the Lutheran Bishop of 
Uppsala.

The meetings began on May 30, the vigil of 
Pentecost, and will take place every Saturday 
until June 20. “We want to respond to this time 
of crisis with depth. To help the soul to find se-
renity”, said the two prelates. It is for this rea-
son that they have launched a website for the 
occasion. By connecting, free of charge, any-
one is able to participate and access in-depth 
materials, prayers, videos and reflections on 

biblical texts.
Those who wish to do so will also be able 

to offer a contribution which will then go to-
wards the restoration of one of two monaster-
ies in Sweden: the Carmelite monastery in 
Glumslöv, and the Protestant monastery in 
Alsike.

The bishops explained that at this time 
many are feeling isolated. “The Holy Spirit 
can help us find a deeper meaning” to being 
alone, they said, expressing the hope that peo-
ple might use this time to “learn to listen to 
God”. That is why “we have thought of a com-
munal virtual room” where people can pray 
together during this time of stress and worry, 
they explained. 

“The Church is not just a building”, they 
added, “but a universal community, where the 
Spirit binds us, to Jesus and to each other.” Cardinal Anders Arborelius and Lutheran Bishop Karin Johannesson. 



Dear children,

Today is the second biggest feast in 
the Church year! Pentecost is when 
the Holy Spirit came to the disci-
ples and the Church was formed. 

The Apostles went out and began 
to preach the Gospel and baptise 

thousands of people, receiving them 
into the new Church. 

The Holy Spirit lives in the 
Church and works through the 
Church. He lives in the souls of 
all people who are in a state  of 
grace and He teaches us through 
the leaders of the Church. Even 

the Bible, although it was written  
by many men, was really written 
by the Holy Spirit working through 
the authors.

We all need the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. We can't do anything by 
ourselves. The Holy Spirit gives us 
the strength we need to do good. 

Did you know that we wouldn't 
even pray if the Holy Spirit didn't 
inspire us to?

Say a prayer to the Holy Spirit 
that He will keep you close to God 
all your life.

Aunty Eliz 

 All of them were   FIlled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues  as the Spirit

 enabled them (acts 2:4)

Colour the Picture 

Pentecost is the CHURCH's birthday! On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit first came 
to the Apostles and sent them out to become the CHURCH and to teach the 

good news about Jesus everywhere in the world. 
Can you spot SEVEN differences between the pictures? 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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Who came to the Apostles on Pentecost Sunday?
Fill in the blanks with the letters in the flames: 

Start at Mary, go around the Apostles clockwise, 
skipping every other letter. 



The second season of Cast 
the Net on the Net online 
forum by the Institute for 

New Evangelization (INE) saw 
young people taking centre stage 
in sharing their faith stories.

More than 50 participants entered the 
Zoom platform on May 27 for the sharing 
sessions moderated by Daryl Tan, and to 
also engage with speakers on various is-
sues faced by the youth.

Aaron Lim, who hails from City Par-
ish, Penang, shared on how he was en-
couraged and called to serve in the vari-
ous ministries of the parish from a tender 
age. 

“We serve because we want to proclaim 
the greatness of God, to thank God for all 
His blessings and to allow Him to use our 
lives as his messengers of hope,” he said. 

Lim also shared that serving in church 
is a great platform for young people to 
equip themselves with leadership skills 
which will help them in their future ca-
reer.

“In fulfilling God’s will in our lives, we 
must put Him as the aim of our mission; 
seek first His Kingdom and everything 

will fall into place,” he said.
“When a door closes, God opens more 

doors; and the MCO has become a bless-
ing in disguise and a new turning point 
for us,” shared Paul Julianose from the 
Seeds Music Ministry.

Paul shared that the group had been us-
ing social media to conduct the Grounded 
Seeds Podcast, live worship with testimo-
ny sharing and song covers.

“We cannot give what we do not have, 
so our service to God must always flow 
from prayer as we keep this relationship 

with God through our prayers,” he said. 
Paul also added the word trajectory 

which serves to remind all to shift the 
direction so that persons transform from 
being gift-oriented to being focused on 
God as the giver of all graces.

He also hoped that this Pentecost will 
see a new infilling of the Holy Spirit to 
allow persons to rediscover their talents, 
discern what is worthwhile in the time 
they have, and to deepen their love to-
wards God – the greatest treasure which 
lives in us.

HERALD

YOUTHYOUTH
May 31, 2020

Dialogue

Social 
Communication

(1996)

Formation

Poor

(1976) (1976)

(1976)

(1976)

Family
(1996)

BEC

Unity
(1976)

INTEGRAL 
EVANGELISATION

Youth
(1986)

Aaron Lim and Paul Julianose share on their faith journey in their respective ministry.

The online forum will continue for three Wednes-
days until June 17. Interested participants can sign up 
via Google Forms at: 

https://forms.gle/4XddYHi6cfuNBU7i6. 

Youths speak on 
sharing their time, 

talents and treasures
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KUCHING: Since the Movement 
Control Order (MCO) was imposed 
to curb the spread of COVID-19 
from March  18, the EMPOW-
ERED Ministry has announced 
cancellation of their weekly activi-
ties from mid-March until further 
notice.

In place of physical gatherings, 
the youth ministry has since mo-
bilised various activities with the 
use of technology and social me-
dia such as weekly prayer broad-
casts, virtual prayer meets among 
community members, virtual cell 
meets and recently, InstaLive with 
EMPOWERED — Live chat on 
Instagram.

The first LIVE IG Chat took 
place on April 5 with host, Kelvin 
Chan from EMPOWERED Min-
istry and Guest, Andre Ong from 
Shekinah Glory Renewal Group, 
Penang. The chat on the topic, Life, 

Faith and Holy Week during MCO 
had a consistent live participation 
of about 60 people, and thereafter 
more than 200 offline viewers with-
in 24 hours of going live.

The intention of hosting the IG 
LIVE Chat was to reconnect with 
youths and the EMPOWERED 
community, family and friends. 
A lively and engaging discussion 
took place on deepening and put-
ting one’s faith to action during 
MCO before Andre shed light on 
Holy Week which deepened the 
youth’s understanding and stirred 
their hearts to find out more.

The host and guest then answered 
questions as well as posed ques-
tions in return to the participants. 
From the live questions, various ar-
eas were touched such as How does 
one prepare for Holy Week? What 
does it mean to be a leader? COV-
ID-19 and diseases are deemed as 

spiritual warfare — how is this ex-
plained and what do we do about 
it besides praying? and other areas 
such as wandering souls finding 
peace, LGBT community and the 
importance of learning from failure.

The chat concluded by stressing  
the importance to READ the Word, 
MEDIATE the Word and OFFER 
the Word in love and action during 
this Conditional Movement Con-
trol Order (CMCO) and beyond if 
one is to build an intimate relation-
ship with God and lead purposeful 
lives. The chat left all viewers with 
these questions.

EMPOWERED will continue to 
conduct LIVE Chats on Instagram 
every Sunday evening at 8.30–
9.30pm / 10.00pm. Do tune in and 
participate by following EMPOW-
ERED on Instagram @empow-
eredkch. — Empowered Ministry 
Kuching, Today’s Catholic

SANDAKAN: The COVID-19 pan-
demic has really affected our 
way of living.  We need to strictly 
adhere to all the important in-
structions of the Malaysian gov-
ernment, especially on ‘social dis-
tancing’.  

Until and unless a vaccine is 
found, social distancing prevails. 
In view of this, all youth pro-
grammes that had been planned 
for 2020 will be postponed until 
further notice.  It is shocking but 
we need to adapt to the new situa-
tion immediately.

All this while, we have been so 
used to meetings with the young 
people without being worried 
when we hugged and had conver-
sations with one another.

But this time around, none of 
these activities will be hap-
pening. So the question is, 
how should we continue to 
do pastoral work among 
our young people and 
conduct faith formation 
programmes when social 
distancing is required?

To address this issue, 
members of the Diocesan 
Youth Apostolate met via on-
line using Google Meet for the 
very first time. It was a bit weird 
but at the same time, we were ex-
cited to experience a new style for 
meeting. 

During the meeting, everyone 
shared their experiences dur-
ing the MCO.  There is no doubt 

that it was challenging but every-
one agreed that to overcome the 

changes as a result of COVID-19, 
the standard operating proce-
dures (SOP) from the authori-
ties needed to be followed.  The 
members also discussed ways to 

reach the young people during 
the MCO. 

Currently, all communication 
is done online and most of the 
members are not used to doing 

this. However, the situation is 
such that they are encour-

aged to learn and to explore 
‘how to do it’.  

One of the members 
also shared on how the 
Youth Commission in 
other dioceses are reach-

ing out to the young people 
via the Internet.  The online 

discussion was fruitful.
The members also decided to 

do a live stream Taize prayer, 
whilst at the same time adhering 
to all SOPs.

The meeting adjourned 
at 10.00pm with a closing 
prayer by Fr. Dafrinn Diwol. —                                        
Newsupdatedospo

The Sandakan Diocesan Youth Apostolate’s (DYA) first Google meeting. 

Empowered Ministry Kuching. (Photo: Empowered Ministry Kuching)

A new way to 
reach the young

PENANG: Responding to Pope 
Francis’ invitation to celebrate 
Laudato Si’ Week from May 
16-24, Penang Diocesan Youth 
Network (PDYN) are working 
towards creating the awareness 
about Laudato Si’ to the young 
people in Penang Diocese.

The awareness consist of re-
viewing the encyclical by watch-
ing a video by Cardinal Tagle on 
Laudato Si’. His videos aimed to 
revealed the essence of this en-
cyclical. The thorough yet simple 
explanation video were split into 
three parts, each to be posted on 
different day during the Laudato 
Si’  Week. It is quite challeng-
ing for young people nowadays 
to read written document and 
for such reasons, watching video 
could be the better alternative. 

PDYN has also designed a 
shareable infographic on Eco-
Friendly Living Tips. This in-

fographic includes some of the 
practical ways to help make this 
common home, a better place to 
lived in.

On top of these activities, PDYN 
are fully utilising social media like 
Instagram, Facebook and What-
sapp to discuss, if not share, the 
topics related to Laudato Si’.

PDYN wants to resonate once 
again a question from Pope Fran-
cis throughout the Laudato Si’ 
Week: “What kind of world do we 
want to leave to those who will 
come after us, the children who 
are growing up?”

In light of this fifth Anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ second published 
Encyclical, namely Laudato Si’ 
: On the care of our common 
home, we would like to wish you 
a Happy Laudato Si’ Week 2020. 
May the grace of the Lord be with 
you, young people; the hope of 
our world!

Living the Laudato Si' week

AFRICA: Nine young SIGNIS com-
munication professionals just gradu-
ated from a fellowship programme 
in India have created an interactive 
communication tool, Unfold Nest. It 
is inspired by Laudato Sì’.

Isaac Atchikiti, 26, comes from 
Togo. He attended the course and 
recently shared his experience with 
Vatican News’ English Africa Ser-
vice.

The Certificate in Compassion 
and Social Communication is a pro-
gramme developed by the Xavier 
University of Bhubaneshwar, India, 
in close collaboration with SIGNIS,  
the World Catholic Association for 
Communication. The programme 
launched in January this year, with 
nine young communicators from 
Argentina, Cuba, Philippines, India, 
Mexico and Togo.

Asked about Unfold Nest and his 
experience during the three months 
stay in India, Isaac said the experi-
ence was a profoundly challenging 
journey.
I wanted to rethink my 
lifestyle and faith
“The starting point of my jour-
ney, I think, was the willingness I 
had – a yearning. I wanted to learn 
something new and to rethink many 
things I have taken for granted in my 
lifestyle and faith. I was looking for 
an engaging experience that would 
allow me to break my bounda-
ries. When I came across this pro-
gramme, I realised this is what I was 
looking for,” Isaac said.

The 2020 SIGNIS Xavier University (XUB) fellows in India.

EMPOWERED Happenings during MCO

Laudato Sì programme 
challenged me to 

rethink my lifestyle

...in all the dark or painful 
situations that we mentioned, 

there is a way out. For example, 
it is true that the digital world 

can expose you to the risk 
of self-absorption, isolation 

and empty pleasure. But don’t 
forget that there are young 
people even there who show 
creativity and even genius. 

- Christus Vivit, 104 -

A life-changing experience
He continued, “The fellowship 
allowed me to explore local and 
global socio-ecological issues. 
Thanks to the interdisciplinary 
and inter-faith nature of the pro-
gramme, study, daily reflection, 
and fellowship with colleagues, I 
feel that I have matured into new 
knowledge and wisdom. The Fel-
lowship allowed me to go deep 
into the meaning of compassion. 
I am now more mindful about 
the cry of the poor and that of the 
Earth. I must emphasise that dur-
ing the Fellowship programme, 
we had constant engagement with 
the encyclical of Pope Francis, 
Laudato Sì’, It is an enlightening 
document,”said Isaac.

Isaac said he found the sessions 
on Laudato Sì’ life changing. This 
is because “I was made more con-
scious of the critical challenges 
faced by Mother Earth. I could not 
have reached this level of ecologi-
cal awareness I have today without 
this great learning journey.”

And Unfold Nest?
According to Isaac, Unfold Nest is, 
first, an interactive, multi-narrative 
and transmedia flipbook. The ex-
perience of interacting with this 
flipbook offers an immersive expe-
rience to the person engaging with 
it. The person should come away 
with a desire for conservation and 
protection of our “common home” 
- the earth. — Vatican News
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ROME: A Chinese underground bishop 
who was sentenced to 10 years of forced 
labour in the 1980s for bringing Catholics 
on pilgrimage to the Marian Shrine of Our 
Lady of Sheshan died this month at the age 
of 98.

Joseph Zhu Baoyu, bishop emeritus of 
Nanyang, made headlines in February for 
reportedly being the oldest person to re-
cover from the coronavirus. Three months 
after his release from the hospital, Zhu 
died in his sleep on May 7 under the care 
of the Sisters of the Immaculate Concep-
tion.

He was one of three elderly under-
ground Chinese Catholic bishops remem-
bered in a Holy See communiqué on May 
23, following their deaths over the past 
six months. All three died over the age 
of 90 after lives that spanned some of the 
most tumultuous periods for the Catholic 
Church in China. 

Zhu was born in Pushan, Henan, in 
1921, at a time of extraordinary growth 
of Christianity in China. This was also the 
year that the Chinese Communist Party 
was founded in Shanghai. 

After his father died, Zhu’s mother en-
rolled him in a Catholic orphanage in 
Jingang at the age of six. Two years later 
both he and his mother were baptised. Zhu 
enrolled in a minor seminary. During the 
Chinese Civil War, he moved to the re-
gional seminary philosophy and theology 
in the Archdiocese of Kaifeng in 1946. 

However, he was not ordained to the 
priesthood until after the Chinese Commu-
nist Revolution in 1949. In the years fol-

lowing the establishment of the People’s 
Republic of China, many Catholics were 
arrested for refusing to comply with gov-
ernment campaigns to eliminate foreign 
influence and nationalise private schools.

Pope Pius XII highlighted this suffering 
in his encyclical Evangelii Praecones in 
1951.

“We have learned that many of the faith-
ful and also nuns, missionaries, native 
priests and even bishops have been driven 
from their homes, despoiled of their pos-
sessions and languish in want as exiles or 
have been arrested, thrown into prison or 
into concentration camps, or sometimes 
cruelly done to death, because they were 
devoutly attached to their faith. Our heart 
is overwhelmed with grief when we think 
of the hardships, suffering and death of 
these our beloved children,” the Pope 
wrote.

Zhu was ordained to the priesthood 

in 1957, the year before Mao Zedong 
launched the “Great Leap Forward,” a 
five-year collectivized farming plan that 
resulted in a famine that killed more than 
20 million people between 1959 and 1962.

Seven years after his ordination, he was 
sentenced to three years of forced labour 
because of his faith. Upon his release in 
1967, he conducted ministry in secret in 
his hometown.

Zhu was again sentenced to 10 years of 
forced labour as an “anti-revolutionary” 
in 1981 after he was arrested for taking 
Catholics on pilgrimage to the Marian 
Shrine of Our Lady of Sheshan in Shang-
hai, according to a Human Rights Watch 
report documenting hundreds of religious 
and political prisoners detained in China 
at the time. 

Upon his release in 1988, Zhu was al-
lowed to resume parish ministry. Pope 
John Paul II appointed Zhu as coadjutor 
bishop of Nanyang in 1995, and he was or-
dained in secret on the feast of St Joseph. 
In 2002 he became the ordinary under-
ground bishop of Nanyang until he sub-
mitted his retirement to the pope in 2010.

Nanyang is a Chinese city of more than 
10 million people. According to the Vati-
can statement, the Diocese of Nanyang 
has 20,000 Catholics and 20 priests. 

Zhu’s funeral was presided over by 
Bishop Peter Jin Lugang of Nanyang, the 
first underground bishop to be publicly ac-
cepted by the Chinese government follow-
ing the September 2018 China-Holy See 
agreement on the appointment of bishops. 
— By Courtney Mares, CNA

Chinese bishop who suffered 
years of forced labour dies at 98

Bishop Joseph Zhu Baoyu

ROME: The Vatican announced the deaths of under-
ground bishops emeriti Joseph Ma Zhongmu and An-
drew Jin Danyuan.

Andrew Jin Danyuan, underground bishop emeritus 
of Changzhi, died in November at the age of 90. After 
his ordination to the priesthood in Beijing in 1956, Jin 
was arrested and imprisoned for 13 years. 

Bishop Joseph Ma 
Zhongmu, who remained 
a part of China’s under-
ground Church until his 
death at the age of 101 on 
March 23, was the first and 
only bishop of Mongolian 
ethnicity.

Born in a village in In-
ner Mongolia in 1919, 
Zhongmu studied in a Chi-
nese minor seminary from 1935 to 1947, when he was 
ordained a priest during the Chinese Civil War.

Fr Ma was sentenced to 10 years of forced labour 
in 1958 after refusing to join the then recently estab-
lished Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association. Upon his 
release, Ma was forced to work as a village labourer 
in a water management plant during Mao’s Cultural 
Revolution. He was unable to resume his priestly min-
istry until 1979 when China began to open under Deng 
Xiaoping.

Pope John Paul II appointed Ma to be bishop of Yin-
chuan in 1983, entrusting to him the pastoral care of 
Mongolian Catholics. 

As bishop, Ma translated the catechism and other 
Church documents into Mongolian, and in his retire-
ment dedicated himself to translating the New Testa-
ment and Roman Missal as well.

The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 
sent Bishop Ma a pectoral cross in 2004 as a sign of 
recognition and communion. 

Ma’s funeral Mass was offered on March 27 by Bish-
op Paul Meng Qinglu of Hohhot and two other priests. 
No others were allowed to attend due to the coronavirus 
restrictions. — By Courtney Mares, CNA

Two more bishops 
die in China

Bishop Joseph Ma Zhongmu
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VATICAN: Pope Francis entrusted 
China to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and asked people to pray for a new 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
the most populated country in the 
world.

“Dear Catholic brothers and sis-
ters in China, I wish to assure you 
that the universal Church, of which 
you are an integral part, shares your 
hopes and supports you in trials,” 
Pope Francis said May 24 after the 
Regina Caeli prayer.

“It accompanies you with prayer 
for a new outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, so that the light and beauty 
of the Gospel, the power of God for 
the salvation of whoever believes, 
can shine in you,” the Pope said.

Pope Francis imparted a special 
Apostolic Blessing upon China 
for the feast of Our Lady Help of 
Christians. The Marian shrine of 
Sheshan in Shanghai, which is 
dedicated to Our Lady Help of 

Christians, remains closed on this 
feast after the Diocese of Shanghai 
suspended all pilgrimages for the 
month of May to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus.

“We entrust the pastors and faith-
ful of the Catholic Church in that 
great country to the guidance and 
protection of our Heavenly Mother, 
so that they may be strong in faith 
and firm in fraternal union, joyful 
witnesses and promoters of charity 
and fraternal hope, and good citi-
zens,” Pope Francis said.

“May Our Lady always guard 
you!” he added.

In his Regina Caeli address, the 
Pope reflected on the words of Jesus 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew 
for the feast of the Ascension of the 
Lord: “Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teach-
ing them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.”
China is home to more than 10 

million Catholics, with six million 
registered as members of the Chi-
nese Catholic Patriotic Association, 
according to official statistics.

The Holy See and the Chinese 
government signed a provisional 
agreement in 2018 on the ap-
pointment of bishops in the state-
sponsored Church, the terms of 
which have still not been publicly 
released. In the wake of the deal, 
previously excommunicated bish-
ops of the Chinese Catholic Patri-
otic Association, which is overseen 
by the Communist Party, were re-
ceived into full communion with 
the Vatican.

A report published in 2020 by 
the US China Commission found 
that Chinese Catholics suffered 
“increasing persecution” after the 
Vatican-China deal. It said the gov-
ernment was “demolishing church-

es, removing crosses, and continu-
ing to detain underground clergy.” 
Priests and bishops have reportedly 
been detained or have gone into 
hiding.

Earlier, the Vatican revealed that 
Catholics in China were able to use 
the most popular Chinese state-
monitored social media platform, 
WeChat, to livestream Pope Fran-
cis’ daily Mass during the corona-
virus pandemic.

It is unclear whether Catholics in 
China were also able to watch the 
livestream of this Sunday Marian 
prayer for their country on WeChat 
due to the heavy censorship of all 
Chinese online media.

Pope Benedict XVI established 
the custom of praying for China 
on the Marian feast of Our Lady 
Help of Christians in 2007, and 
composed a prayer to Our Lady of 
Sheshan for the occasion. — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

Pope Francis entrusts China to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Our Lady of Sheshan in Shanghai, China
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VATICAN: The Vatican Museums 
announced that it will reopen on June 
1, two days before Italy opens its bor-
ders to European visitors after nearly 
three months of lockdown.

Entrance to the Vatican Museums 
will only be possible via prior reser-
vation, to limit the number of people 
in the museum and stagger entrance 
times. All visitors will be required to 
wear a mask, and mandatory tem-
perature checks will be conducted at 
the entrance.

To prevent the spread of the novel 
coronavirus, group visits to the mu-
seums will be capped at a maximum 
of 10 people.

The Vatican Museums have been 
closed for 12 weeks since the Italian 
government announced the closure 
of all museums and archaeologi-
cal sites throughout the country on 
March 8.

Throughout Italy’s lockdown, the 
Vatican Museums maintained only 

essential services requiring about 30 
employees. The museums employ 
nearly 1,000 people, among them are 
administrators, restorers, art histori-
ans, and ticket agents.

The Italian government has an-
nounced that Italy will open its re-
gional and international borders on 
June 3, allowing tourists from the 
European Union to visit Italy with-
out being subjected to a quarantine 
requirement.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte said that this will create the 
conditions to help Italy’s tourism in-
dustry to recover.

The Vatican Museums receive mil-
lions of visitors each year, and gener-
ated around $87 million annually as 
of 2015, half of which was surplus 
revenue for Vatican City, according 
to the Economist. In the months that 
the museums have been closed due to 
the pandemic, Vatican City has likely 
lost millions of dollars in revenue.

Due to the travel restrictions, the 
first visitors to the reopened Vatican 
Museums on June 1 will likely be 
local Romans, rather than the usual 
tourists.

To accommodate local visitors, the 
museums have extended their hours 
to encourage afternoon and evening 
visits, especially over the weekend.

The museums will be open Mon-
day through Saturday beginning at 
10.00am each day. On Friday and 
Saturday the museums and gardens 
will stay open until 10.00pm with an 
optional cocktail hour in the court-
yard.

The Vatican Museums have also 
added an open-bus tour of the Vati-
can Gardens.

“I would like this moment of dif-
ficulty to turn into an opportunity,” 
Bishop Fernando Vérgez Alzaga 
said in an interview published by 
L’Osservatore Romano. — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

VATICAN: Pope Francis led the 
major shrines around the world in 
praying the rosary to implore Mary’s 
intercession and protection amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The Pope prayed at the replica of 
the Lourdes Grotto in the Vatican 
Gardens May 30, the eve of Pente-
cost, and was joined by several “men 
and women representing various 
categories of people particularly af-
fected by the virus,” the Vatican said. 
The service was at 5.30pm in Rome.

“At the feet of Mary, the Holy Fa-
ther placed the many troubles and 
sorrows of humanity, further wors-
ened by the spread of COVID-19,” 
said a statement released by the Pon-
tifical Council for Promoting New 
Evangelization.

According to the statement, the 
prayer, which coincided with the end 
of the Marian month of May, “is an-
other sign of closeness and consola-
tion for those who, in different ways, 
have been struck by the coronavirus, 
in the certainty that the Heavenly 
Mother will not disregard the re-
quests for protection.”

Among those who accompanied 
the Pope in praying the rosary was 
a doctor and a nurse, a recovered pa-
tient, and a person who lost a family 
member to COVID-19. Also taking 
part in the rosary were a hospital 

chaplain, a pharmacist, a journalist, 
a Civil Defence volunteer and his 
family and a family that welcomed 
a new baby, “a sign of hope and the 
victory of life over death,” the pon-
tifical council said.

Shrines around the world con-
nected to the event and took part in 
the prayer, including the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception in Washington, D.C. 
—By Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

Vatican Museums will reopen June 1Pope leads world shrines 
in rosary prayer for 
pandemic May 30

People tour the Vatican Museums at the Vatican in this Feb 29, 2020, file photo. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Pope Francis prays at a replica of 
the Lourdes Grotto in the Vatican 
Gardens in this 2013 file photo. (CNS 
photo/L’Osservatore Romano)


